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Press Release on the Final Report regarding the implementation of the LCWR Doctrinal
Assessment and Mandate of April 2012 by CDF

Officials of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), Archbishop Peter Sartain and officers of the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) met April 16. Archbishop Sartain and LCWR officers
presented a joint report (attached) on the implementation of the CDF Doctrinal Assessment and Mandate of April
2012. The joint report outlines the manner in which the implementation of the Mandate has been accomplished.
The Congregation accepted the joint report, marking the conclusion of the Doctrinal Assessment of LCWR.
Present for the April 16 meeting were His Eminence Gerhard Cardinal Müller, Archbishop Peter Sartain, Sr.
Carol Zinn, SSJ, Sr. Marcia Allen, CSJ, Sr. Joan Marie Steadman, CSC, and Sr. Janet Mock, CSJ, and other
officials of CDF.

During the meeting, Archbishop Sartain and LCWR officers outlined the process undertaken by the Bishop
Delegates and LCWR over the past three years, noting the spirit of cooperation among participants throughout
the sensitive process. Cardinal Müller offered his thoughts on the Doctrinal Assessment as well as the Mandate
and its completion. He expressed gratitude to those present for their willing participation in this important and
delicate work and extended thanks to others who had participated, especially Archbishop Leonard P. Blair,
Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki, and the past officers and Executive Directors of LCWR.

Following the meeting, Cardinal Müller said: “At the conclusion of this process, the Congregation is confident
that LCWR has made clear its mission to support its member Institutes by fostering a vision of religious life that
is centered on the Person of Jesus Christ and is rooted in the Tradition of the Church. It is this vision that makes
religious women and men radical witnesses to the Gospel, and, therefore, is essential for the flourishing of
religious life in the Church.”

Sr. Sharon Holland, IHM, President of LCWR, was unable to be present for the meeting but commented, “We
are pleased at the completion of the Mandate, which involved long and challenging exchanges of our
understandings of and perspectives on critical matters of Religious Life and its practice. Through these
exchanges, conducted always in a spirit of prayer and mutual respect, we were brought to deeper
understandings of one another’s experiences, roles, responsibilities, and hopes for the Church and the people it
serves. We learned that what we hold in common is much greater than any of our differences.”



Archbishop Sartain added, “Over the past several years, I have had the honor of working with LCWR officers
and meeting a large number of LCWR members through the implementation of the Mandate. Our work included
the revision of LCWR Statutes; review of LCWR publications, programs and speakers; and discussion of a wide
range of issues raised by the Doctrinal Assessment, LCWR, and the Bishop Delegates. The assistance of CDF
officials was essential to the great progress we made. Our work together was undertaken in an atmosphere of
love for the Church and profound respect for the critical place of religious life in the United States, and the very
fact of such substantive dialogue between bishops and religious women has been mutually beneficial and a
blessing from the Lord. As we state in our joint final report, ‘The commitment of LCWR leadership to its crucial
role in service to the mission and membership of the Conference will continue to guide and strengthen LCWR’s
witness to the great vocation of Religious Life, to its sure foundation in Christ, and to ecclesial communion.’ The
other two Bishop Delegates and I are grateful for the opportunity to be involved in such a fruitful dialogue.”
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