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LE UDIENZE

Il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ha ricevuto questa mattina in Udienza:

 S.E. il Signor Mordechay Lewy, Ambasciatore di Israele presso la Santa Sede, in occasione della presentazione
delle Lettere Credenziali;
 Em.mo Card. Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Arcivescovo di Lima (Perú);

 Em.mo Card. Julio Terrazas Sandoval, Arcivescovo di Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia); 

 Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale di Ungheria, in Visita "ad Limina Apostolorum": 
S.E. Mons. Miklós Beer, Vescovo di Vác
con l’Ausiliare:
S.E. Mons. Lajos Varga, Vescovo tit. di Sicca Veneria;
S.E. Mons. László Kiss-Rigó, Vescovo di Szeged-Csanád;
S.E. Mons. Szilárd Keresztes, Vescovo emerito di Haidúdorog per i cattolici di rito bizantino.

Il Papa riceve questa mattina in Udienza:
 Membri del Movimento per la vita italiano.



[00722-01.01]

 

LE LETTERE CREDENZIALI DELL’AMBASCIATORE DI ISRAELE PRESSO LA SANTA SEDE

Alle ore 11 di questa mattina, il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ha ricevuto in Udienza S.E. il Signor Mordechay
Lewy, Ambasciatore di Israele presso la Santa Sede, in occasione della presentazione delle Lettere Credenziali.
Pubblichiamo di seguito il discorso che il Papa ha rivolto al nuovo ambasciatore, nonché i cenni biografici
essenziali di S.E. il Signor Mordechay Lewy:

● DISCORSO DEL SANTO PADRE

Your Excellency,

I am pleased to welcome you at the start of your mission and to accept the Letters accrediting you as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Israel to the Holy See. I thank you for your kind
words, and I ask you to convey to President Shimon Peres my respectful greetings and the assurance of my
prayers for the people of your country.

Once again I offer cordial good wishes on the occasion of Israel’s celebration of sixty years of statehood. The
Holy See joins you in giving thanks to the Lord that the aspirations of the Jewish people for a home in the land of
their fathers have been fulfilled, and hopes soon to see a time of even greater rejoicing when a just peace finally
resolves the conflict with the Palestinians. In particular, the Holy See values its diplomatic relations with Israel,
established fifteen years ago, and looks forward to developing further the growing respect, esteem and
collaboration that unites us.

Between the State of Israel and the Holy See there are numerous areas of mutual interest that can be profitably
explored. As you have pointed out, the Judeo-Christian heritage should inspire us to take a lead in promoting
many forms of social and humanitarian action throughout the world, not least by combating all forms of racial
discrimination. I share Your Excellency’s enthusiasm for the cultural and academic exchanges that are taking
place between Catholic institutions worldwide and those of the Holy Land, and I too hope that these initiatives
will be developed further in the years ahead. The fraternal dialogue that is conducted on an international level
between Christians and Jews is bearing much fruit and needs to be continued with commitment and generosity.
The holy cities of Rome and Jerusalem represent a source of faith and wisdom of central importance for
Western civilization, and in consequence, the links between Israel and the Holy See have deeper resonances
than those which arise formally from the juridical dimension of our relations.

Your Excellency, I know that you share my concern over the alarming decline in the Christian population of the
Middle East, including Israel, through emigration. Of course Christians are not alone in suffering the effects of
insecurity and violence as a result of the various conflicts in the region, but in many respects they are particularly
vulnerable at the present time. I pray that, in consequence of the growing friendship between Israel and the Holy
See, ways will be found of reassuring the Christian community, so that they can experience the hope of a secure
and peaceful future in their ancestral homelands, without feeling under pressure to move to other parts of the
world in order to build new lives.

Christians in the Holy Land have long enjoyed good relations with both Muslims and Jews. Their presence in
your country, and the free exercise of the Church’s life and mission there, have the potential to contribute
significantly to healing the divisions between the two communities. I pray that it may be so, and I invite your
Government to continue to explore ways of harnessing the good will that Christians bear, both towards the
natural descendants of the people who were the first to hear the word of God, and towards our Muslim brothers
and sisters who have lived and worshipped for centuries in the land that all three religious traditions call "holy".
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I do realize that the difficulties experienced by Christians in the Holy Land are also related to the continuing
tension between Jewish and Palestinian communities. The Holy See recognizes Israel’s legitimate need for
security and self-defence and strongly condemns all forms of anti-Semitism. It also maintains that all peoples
have a right to be given equal opportunities to flourish. Accordingly, I would urge your Government to make
every effort to alleviate the hardship suffered by the Palestinian community, allowing them the freedom
necessary to go about their legitimate business, including travel to places of worship, so that they too can enjoy
greater peace and security. Clearly, these matters can only be addressed within the wider context of the Middle
East peace process. The Holy See welcomes the commitment expressed by your Government to carry forward
the momentum rekindled at Annapolis and prays that the hopes and expectations raised there will not be
disappointed. As I observed in my recent address to the United Nations in New York, it is necessary to explore
every possible diplomatic avenue and to remain attentive to "even the faintest sign of dialogue or desire for
reconciliation" if long-standing conflicts are to be resolved.  When all the people of the Holy Land live in peace
and harmony, in two independent sovereign states side by side, the benefit for world peace will be inestimable,
and Israel will truly serve as םיוגל רוא (“light to the nations”, Is 42:6), a shining example of conflict resolution for
the rest of the world to follow.

Much work has gone into formulating the agreements which have been signed thus far between Israel and the
Holy See, and it is greatly hoped that the negotiations regarding economic and fiscal affairs may soon be
brought to a satisfactory conclusion. Thank you for your reassuring words concerning the Israeli Government’s
commitment to a positive and expeditious resolution of the questions that remain. I know that I speak on behalf
of many when I express the hope that these agreements may soon be integrated into the Israeli internal legal
system and so provide a lasting basis for fruitful cooperation. Given the personal interest taken by Your
Excellency in the situation of Christians in the Holy Land, which is greatly appreciated, I know you understand
the difficulties caused by continuing uncertainties over their legal rights and status, especially with regard to the
question of visas for church personnel. I am sure you will do what you can to facilitate the resolution of the
problems that remain in a manner acceptable to all parties. Only when these difficulties are overcome, will the
Church be able to carry out freely her religious, moral, educational and charitable works in the land where she
came to birth.

Your Excellency, I pray that the diplomatic mission which you begin today will further strengthen the bonds of
friendship that exist between the Holy See and your country. I assure you that the various departments of the
Roman Curia are always ready to offer help and support in the fulfilment of your duties. With my sincere good
wishes, I invoke upon you, your family, and all the people of the State of Israel, God’s abundant blessings.

 S.E. il Signor Mordechay Lewy
Ambasciatore di Israele presso la Santa Sede

Èsposato ed ha tre figli.
Si è laureato in Storia (Hebrew University, 1976).
Entrato nella carriera diplomatica nel 1975, ha ricoperto i seguenti incarichi: Funzionario del Ministero degli Affari
Esteri (1975-1976); Segretario di Ambasciata a Bonn (1976-1981); Incaricato dei Paesi di lingua tedesca presso
il Ministero degli Affari Esteri (1981-1985); Segretario e poi Consigliere di Ambasciata a Stoccolma (1985-1989);
Vice Capo di Divisione presso il Ministero degli Affari Esteri (1989-1991); Console generale a Berlino (1991-
1994); Ambasciatore in Thailandia (1994-1997); Vice Capo di Dipartimento presso il Ministero degli Affari Esteri
(1997-2000); Ministro di Ambasciata a Berlino (2000-2004); Consigliere del Sindaco di Gerusalemme per le
Comunità Religiose (2004-2008).
Èautore di molti articoli di carattere storico sui Cristiani e Gerusalemme.
Parla l’inglese e il tedesco e conosce lo svedese ed il latino.

[00723-02.01] [Original text: English]
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