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♦  LE UDIENZE

LE UDIENZE

Il Santo Padre ha ricevuto questa mattina in Udienza:

 Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale del Ghana, in Visita "ad Limina Apostolorum":

S.E. Mons. Matthew Kwasi Gyamfi, Vescovo di Sunyani;

S.E. Mons. Gregory Ebo Kpiebaya, Arcivescovo di Tamale;

S.E. Mons. Philip Naameh, Vescovo di Damongo;

S.E. Mons. Lucas Abadamloora, Vescovo di Navrongo-Bolgatanga;



S.E. Mons. Paul Bemile, Vescovo di Wa;

S.E. Mons. Vincent Sowah Boi-Nai, S.V.D., Vescovo di Yendi:

 Gruppo degli Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale del Ghana, in Visita "ad Limina Apostolorum". 

[00591-01.01]

 

VISITA "AD LIMINA APOSTOLORUM" DEI PRESULI DELLA CONFERENZA EPISCOPALE DEL GHANA

Questa mattina, nella Sala del Concistoro, il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ha ricevuto in Udienza il gruppo dei
Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale del Ghana, ricevuti in questi giorni, in separate udienze, in occasione della
Visita "ad Limina Apostolorum" ed ha loro rivolto il seguente discorso:

● DISCORSO DEL SANTO PADRE

Dear Brother Bishops,

In these days of joyful celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, I welcome you, the Bishops of
Ghana, on the occasion of your pilgrimage to Rome for your visit ad Limina Apostolorum. Through you I offer my
warm affection to the priests, Religious and lay faithful of your Dioceses. In a special way, I thank Bishop Lucas
Abadamloora for the kind words of greeting he offered me on your behalf. I wish to recognize in particular
Ghana’s native son, Cardinal Peter Poreku Dery, who recently joined the ranks of the College of Cardinals, and I
also take this opportunity to greet Cardinal Peter Turkson, Archbishop of Cape Coast. You have all come to
Rome, this city where the Apostles Peter and Paul gave of themselves completely in imitation of Christ: Peter
just a short distance from where we are today and Paul along the Ostian way. As good and faithful servants of
the Gospel, it is my constant prayer that, like the Princes of the Apostles, "God may make you worthy of his call,
and may fulfil every good resolve and work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may
be glorified in you, and you in him" (2 Th 1:11-12).

Your country has made great strides in recent years to deal with the scourge of poverty and to strengthen the
economy. Notwithstanding this laudable progress, much still remains to be done to overcome this condition
which impedes a large portion of the population. Extreme and widespread poverty often results in a general
moral decline leading to crime, corruption, attacks on the sanctity of human life or even a return to the
superstitious practices of the past. In this situation, people can easily lose trust in the future. The Church,
however, shines forth as a beacon of hope in the life of the Christian. One of the most effective ways in which
she does this is by helping the faithful gain a better understanding of the promises of Jesus Christ. Accordingly,
there is a particular and pressing need for the Church, as a beacon of hope, to intensify her efforts to provide
Catholics with comprehensive programmes of formation which will help them to deepen their Christian faith and
thus enable them to take their rightful place both in the Church of Christ and in society.

An essential part of any adequate formation process is the role of the lay catechist. It is appropriate, therefore,
that I offer a word of gratitude to the many committed men and women who selflessly serve your local Church in
this way. As Pope John Paul II noted in his Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Africa: "in the midst of
the Christian community the catechists’ responsibility is to be acknowledged and held in respect" (cf. 91). I know
that these faithful men and women are often impeded in their task by a lack of resources or hostile
environments, and yet they remain undaunted messengers of Christ’s joy. Mindful of how grateful local
Churches are for the assistance offered by catechists, I encourage you and your priests to continue to do all you
can to ensure that these evangelists receive the spiritual, doctrinal, moral and material support they require to
carry out their mission properly.
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In many countries, including your own, young people constitute almost half of the population. The Church in
Ghana is young. In order to reach out to today’s youth it is necessary that the Church address their problems in
a frank and loving way. A solid catechetical foundation will strengthen them in their Catholic identity and give
them the necessary tools to confront the challenges of changing economic realities, globalization and disease. It
will also assist them in responding to the arguments often put forward by religious sects. Consequently, it is
important that future pastoral planning at both national and local levels carefully takes into account the needs of
the young and tailors youth programmes to address these needs appropriately (cf. Christifideles Laici, 46).

It is also the Church’s task to assist Christian families to live faithfully and generously as true "domestic
churches" (cf. Lumen Gentium, 11). In fact, sound catechesis relies on the support of strong Christian families
which are never selfish in character, constantly directed toward the other and founded upon the Sacrament of
Matrimony. In reviewing your Quinquennial Reports, I noted that many of you are concerned about the proper
celebration of Christian marriage in Ghana. I share your concern and therefore invite the faithful to place the
Sacrament of Matrimony at the centre of their family life. While Christianity always seeks to respect the
venerable traditions of cultures and peoples, it also seeks to purify those practices which are contrary to the
Gospel. For this reason it is essential that the entire Catholic community continue to stress the importance of the
monogamous and indissoluble union of man and woman, consecrated in holy matrimony. For the Christian,
traditional forms of marriage can never be a substitute for sacramental marriage.

The gift of self to the other is also at the heart of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Those who receive this
sacrament are configured in a particular way to Christ the Head of the Church. They are therefore called to give
of themselves completely for the sake of their brothers and sisters. This can only happen when God’s will is no
longer seen as something imposed from without, but becomes "my own will based on the realization that God is
in fact more deeply present to me than I am to myself" (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 17). The priesthood must never be
seen as a way of improving one’s social standing or standard of living. If it is, then priestly gift of self and docility
to God’s designs will give way to personal desires, rendering the priest ineffective and unfulfilled. I therefore
encourage you in your continuous endeavours to ensure the suitability of candidates for the priesthood and to
guarantee proper priestly formation for those who are studying for the sacred ministry. We must strive to help
them discern Christ’s will and nurture this gift so that they may become effective and fulfilled ministers of his joy.

My dear Brothers, I am aware that this year is a special Jubilee for the Church in Ghana. In fact, just yesterday,
April 23rd, was the Hundredth Anniversary of the arrival of missionaries in the northern part of your Country. It is
my special prayer that missionary zeal will continue to fill you and your beloved people, strengthening you in
your efforts to spread the Gospel. As you return to your homes, I ask that you take consolation from the words
the Apostle Peter offered to the early Christians: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By
his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead" (1 Pt 1:3). Commending your ministry to Mary, Queen of the Apostles, I cordially impart my Apostolic
Blessing to you and to all those entrusted to your pastoral care.

[00593-02.01] [Original text: English]

 

MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE AI PARTECIPANTI ALLE CELEBRAZIONI DEL IV CENTENARIO DELLA
MORTE DI SAN TORIBIO DI MOGROVEJO (LIMA, PERÚ, 24-29 APRILE 2006)

Pubblichiamo di seguito il Messaggio che il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ha inviato ai partecipanti alle
celebrazioni del IV Centenario della morte di San Toribio di Mogrovejo, Patrono dell’Episcopato
Latinoamericano, che hanno luogo a Lima, in Perù, dal 24 al 29 aprile 2006:

● MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE

Amados hermanos en el Episcopado:
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Con motivo de las celebraciones del IV centenario de la muerte de santo Toribio de Mogrovejo, segundo
Arzobispo de Lima, deseo hacer llegar un saludo muy cordial al Señor Cardenal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, así
como a los numerosos Arzobispos y Obispos que se han congregado para dar gracias a Dios por esta figura
sobresaliente de Pastor. Saludo también con afecto a los sacerdotes, personas consagradas y demás pueblo
fiel, que se unen al gozo de la Iglesia por el don que Dios le ha hecho con un Santo tan admirable, al que
pueden invocar como intercesor y en el que tienen un modelo de vida también para nuestros días.

Deseo igualmente exhortar a todos a considerar esta efeméride como una ocasión providencial para reavivar el
camino de la Iglesia en las diversas diócesis, inspirándose en la vida y obra de santo Toribio. Él, en efecto, se
distinguió por su abnegada entrega a la edificación y consolidación de las comunidades eclesiales de su época.
Lo hizo con gran espíritu de comunión y colaboración, buscando siempre la unidad, como demostró al convocar
III Concilio provincial de Lima (1582-1583), que dejó un precioso acervo de doctrina y de normas pastorales.
Uno de sus frutos más preciados fue el llamado Catecismo de Santo Toribio, que se demostró un instrumento
extraordinariamente eficaz para instruir en la fe a millones de personas durante siglos, y hacerlo de manera
sólida y acorde con la doctrina auténtica de la Iglesia, uniendo así desde lo más hondo, por encima de cualquier
diferencia, a cuantos se identifican por tener «un solo Señor, una sola fe, un solo bautismo» (Ef 4, 5).

Consciente de que la vitalidad de la Iglesia depende en gran parte del ministerio de los sacerdotes, el santo
Arzobispo fundó el Seminario conciliar de Lima, que funciona hasta el día hoy. Es de esperar que siga dando
abundantes frutos, precisamente en unos momentos en que urge promover las vocaciones al sacerdocio y a la
vida consagrada, para abordar la ingente tarea de construir comunidades cristianas que se reúnan con gozo en
la celebración dominical, frecuenten los sacramentos, fomenten la vida espiritual, transmitan y cultiven con
premura la fe, den testimonio de firme esperanza y practiquen siempre la caridad.

El profundo espíritu misionero de santo Toribio se pone de manifiesto en algunos detalles significativos, como
su esfuerzo por aprender diversas lenguas, con el fin de predicar personalmente a todos los que estaban
encomendados a sus cuidados pastorales. Pero era también una muestra del respeto por la dignidad de toda
persona humana, cualquiera que fuere su condición, en la que trataba de suscitar siempre la dicha de sentirse
verdadero hijo de Dios.

En esta circunstancia, invoco la intercesión maternal de la Santísima Virgen María, para que proteja al Pueblo
de Dios que camina por tierras Latinoamericanas y lo guíe hacia la alegría de vivir plena y coherentemente la fe
en Cristo. Con estos sentimientos, les imparto complacido la Bendición Apostólica, con una atención especial
por la Iglesia en el Perú y, en particular, por la Arquidiócesis de Lima.

Vaticano, 23 de marzo, fiesta de Santo Toribio de Mogrovejo, año del Señor 2006.

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

[00592-04.02] [Texto original: Español]

 

RINUNCE E NOMINE● NOMINA DEL VESCOVO DI GIRARDOTA (COLOMBIA)

IL Santo Padre ha nominato Vescovo di Girardota (Colombia) il Rev.do Sacerdote Óscar González Villa, del
clero dell’arcidiocesi di Manizales (Colombia), finora Rettore del Seminario Maggiore "Nuestra Señora del
Rosario" di Manizales.

 Rev.do Óscar González Villa

Il  Rev.do Sacerdote Óscar González Villa è nato ad Alcalá, nella diocesi di Cartago, l’8 maggio 1949. Ha
compiuto gli studi filosofici e teologici nel Seminario Maggiore di Manizales. Ha ottenuto la Licenza in Sacra
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Scrittura presso il Pontificio Istituto Biblico di Roma

Èstato ordinato sacerdote il 17 novembre 1973 per l’arcidiocesi di Manizales. Ha svolto i seguenti incarichi:
Vicario Parrocchiale in Salamina (1975- 1976), Formatore nel Seminario Maggiore "Nuestra Señora del Rosario"
di Manizales (1977 - 1979, 1982 - 1994, 1999 - 2004), Parroco del Monte Carmelo in Santa Rosa de Cabal
(1995 - 1998), Vicario Episcopale per la Zona Sud dell’arcidiocesi (1997 - 1998) e, dal giugno 2004, Rettore del
Seminario Maggiore "Nuestra Señora del Rosario" di Manizales.

[00594-01.02]

[B0204-XX.02]
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