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TELEGRAMMA DI CORDOGLIO DEL SANTO PADRE PER LA SCOMPARSA DEL PATRIARCA GRECO-
ORTODOSSO DI ALESSANDRIA E DI TUTTA L’AFRICA, S. B. PETROS VII

Pubblichiamo di seguito il telegramma di cordoglio che Giovanni Paolo II ha inviato al Santo Sinodo del
Patriarcato greco-ortodosso di Alessandria e di tutta l’Africa, per la tragica scomparsa del Patriarca Petros VII,
avvenuta sabato 11 settembre:

● TELEGRAMMA DEL SANTO PADRE

TO THE HOLY SYNOD OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE
OF ALEXANDRIA AND ALL AFRICA

I WAS DEEPLY SADDENED TO LEARN OF THE TRAGIC DEATH OF HIS BEATITUDE PETROS VII,
PATRIARCH OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS SEE OF ALEXANDRIA, WHOM THE LORD HAS CALLED TO HIMSELF
TOGETHER WITH THEIR EXCELLENCIES METROPOLITANS IRINAIOS OF PELUSIUM AND
CHRYSOSTOMOS OF KARTHAGENA, BISHOP NEKTARIOS OF MADAGASCAR, THE PATRIARCHAL
VICARS OF ATHENS AND CYPRUS, AND SEVERAL ASSOCIATES AND FAMILY MEMBERS. THE TRAGIC
DEATH OF PATRIARCH PETROS VII DURING A JOURNEY TO THE HOLY MOUNTAIN IS A SOURCE OF



GREAT SORROW AND GRIEF FOR THE ORTHODOX SISTER CHURCHES OF THE PATRIARCHATE OF
ALEXANDRIA, FOR THE BISHOP OF ROME AND IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, AND FOR ALL THOSE WHO
ESTEEMED THE LATE PATRIARCH’S MINISTRY TO THE CHURCH IN AFRICA AND HIS COMMITMENT TO
CHRISTIAN UNITY. I MYSELF RECALL WITH GRATITUDE OUR FRATERNAL EXCHANGES OF LETTERS,
OUR SPIRITUAL CLOSENESS, THE PARTICIPATION OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE OF
ALEXANDRIA IN SIGNIFICANT EVENTS LIKE THE "WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE" IN
ASSISI IN 2002, AND HIS CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE IN THE
ORTHODOX CHURCHES AS A WHOLE AND WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MIXED COMMISSION. I PRAY
THAT THE LORD WILL GRANT "GRACE UPON GRACE" TO HIS FAITHFUL SERVANT AND WILL
WELCOME HIM AND HIS EARTHLY TRAVELLING COMPANIONS INTO THE ETERNAL LIGHT AND PEACE
RESERVED FOR GOD’S RIGHTEOUS ONES. AT THE SAME TIME I BESEECH THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM TO
GUIDE AND SUSTAIN THE PATRIARCHATE OF ALEXANDRIA AT THIS TIME OF SADNESS

IOANNES PAULUS PP. II
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