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VISITA "AD LIMINA APOSTOLORUM" DEI PRESULI DELLA CONFERENZA EPISCOPALE DEL
BANGLADESH

Pubblichiamo di seguito il discorso che il Santo Padre ha rivolto agli Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale
del Bangladesh, ricevuti questa mattina e incontrati ieri, in separate udienze, per la Visita "ad Limina
Apostolorum™:

® DISCORSO DEL SANTO PADRE

Dear Brother Bishops,

1. "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil 1:2). With memories of my
recent visit in the footsteps of Saint Paul still vivid in my mind, | greet you, the Bishops of Bangladesh, on the
occasion of your visit ad limina Apostolorum, in these words of the Apostle of the Nations. Your presence is an
occasion for us to give thanks to Almighty God for the graces and blessings he has poured out upon the Church
in your country since the first missionaries preached the Gospel there, and particularly since the Church’s




Bollettino N. 0275 - 15.05.2001 2

coming of age there with the establishment of Dhaka as a Diocese in 1886.

Although the Catholic community in Bangladesh is small, the enthusiasm and fervour with which its members
prepared themselves for the celebration of the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 is an eloquent and convincing
testimony to its health and vibrancy. | take this opportunity to thank you for all that you did during the three years
of immediate preparation for the Great Jubilee to ensure that it would truly be an occasion for a renewal of faith
and commitment to Christian living. | also greet the Catholics of your land, and | pray that they will grow "in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, to live a live worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God" (Col 1:9-10).

2. During your visit to the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul, you have the opportunity to pray and reflect, in
the light of their example, on your own ministry as Bishops and successors of the Apostles. The ministry of the
Bishop, as willed by Christ, is essential to the life and mission of the Church. Since "individual Bishops are the
visible source and foundation of unity in their own particular churches" (Lumen Gentium, 23), the Bishop has the
task of safeguarding and promoting unity and communion among all the People of God in the local Church
entrusted to his care. He serves the people of his Diocese by preaching God’s word, by sanctifying them through
the celebration of the Sacraments, by governing them after the example of the divine Master, and by
encouraging them in their living of the faith, often in difficult circumstances. He is also to safeguard the bonds of
faith and hierarchical communion with the Successor of Peter, and, as a member of the College of Bishops, he
shares in the concern for all the Churches (cf. Christus Dominus, 3).

It is clear that the Bishop’s responsibilities and duties are onerous ones, yet he serves his people with joy and
confidence in the knowledge that the Lord who has called him to the task will not leave him without the
necessary support and graces. Even in the midst of seemingly insurmountable difficulties, we can draw great
strength from contemplating the life and ministry of Saint Paul who, having felt "utterly, unbearably crushed", so
much so that he "despaired of life itself", came to see that he should rely not on himself but on God: "on him we
have set our hope that he will deliver us again" (cf. 2 Cor 1:8-10). It is therefore essential for Bishops to devote
time to prayer, in order to develop a deep spiritual life characterized by intimacy with Christ. Imitating the Virgin
Mary, they have to ponder God’s word carefully in their hearts (cf. Lk 2:19, 51). This must be true also of your
priests. This necessity was emphasized by the Synod Fathers at the Special Assembly for Asia of the Synod of
Bishops: "People in Asia need to see the clergy not just as charity workers and institutional administrators but as
men whose minds and hearts are set on the deep things of the Spirit ... By their life of prayer, zealous service
and exemplary conduct, the clergy witness powerfully to the Gospel in the communities which they shepherd in
the name of Christ" (Ecclesia in Asia, 43).

3. Your priests are "your indispensable co-workers and advisers" (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 7), and | wish to
express to them my gratitude and encouragement. Their fidelity and daily commitment is indeed precious in the
eyes of the Lord. As Bishops, you are aware of the importance of devoting attention to your priests, especially by
supporting and encouraging them in their ministry. Priests should always be able to turn to their Bishop as a
loving father, confident that they will find in him sympathy and understanding.

| rejoice with you that vocations continue to grow in number in Bangladesh. There is always a need to ensure
that applicants for the seminary are of high moral character and possess sound motives, genuine piety and
sufficient ability. The programmes provided in the seminary should aim at training priests after the heart of
Christ, priests who will be men of prayer, outstanding in learning and able to respond to the pastoral needs and
challenges of our time. | invite you in particular to give careful consideration to the formation of those who will
teach in your seminaries. Apart from their intellectual and pastoral qualifications, seminary teachers must be
genuine and convincing examples of priestly life, capable of nurturing the progress of seminarians in the priestly
virtues.

When you provide opportunities for continuing formation aimed at helping your priests to mature in Christ, you
enable each one "to safeguard with vigilant love the ‘mystery’ which he bears within his heart for the good of the
Church and of mankind" (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 72). With this in mind, | encourage you to develop initiatives to
assist priests in developing their spiritual life and in acquiring greater familiarity with positive developments in
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theology, Biblical studies, moral teaching and pastoral care. They should be ever more aware that their
priesthood is a gift received from God, a special vocation which consists in being uniquely configured to Christ
the high priest, the teacher, sanctifier and shepherd of his people. The priest’'s whole life should be transformed
so that he may truly be an attractive and compelling sign of God’s loving and saving presence.

4. Consecrated men and women also need your support and understanding. The Church in Bangladesh is
blessed with a great number of male and female religious, outstanding for the commitment and generosity with
which they devote themselves to a wide range of apostolic activities. They are active in the fields of education,
health-care and various social apostolates. Our gratitude is due to them for all they do to assist in spreading the
faith, through the example of their lives and their teaching. Above all, they have accepted Christ’s invitation to
forsake everything in order to follow him through the practice of the evangelical counsels. In any form of pastoral
planning, it is essential to see consecrated persons in the first place for what they are, before taking into
consideration the particular apostolates in which they are engaged. Special attention should be given to the
promotion of vocations to the consecrated life and to the quality of education received by those in formation.

5. The Great Jubilee was an extraordinary year of grace which touched the minds and hearts of countless
people "from every tribe and tongue and people and nation" (Rev 5:9), and it enables the Church to look to the
future with confidence. During the year, two of the more significant projects which you undertook were the
Jubilee Bible and the Bengali translation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Great credit and profound
gratitude is due to all involved in the preparation of these publications, which will help to build up the community
of faith in your country. The Bengali translation of the Catechism will be of special value to priests and catechists
in teaching the faith and in preparing people for the reception of the Sacraments.

In my Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, | expressed the hope that the energies released by the Great
Jubilee would be channelled into fresh initiatives to teach the art of prayer (cf. No. 32), an essential part of which
is devout listening to Sacred Scripture (cf. No. 39). Experience teaches that the work of evangelization always
draws fresh strength from attentiveness to God’s word. | invite you to make the new edition of the Bible easily
available and to help individuals and families to read it prayerfully by encouraging the ancient and ever valid
tradition of lectio divina in a way which is readily understood and accessible to all. In this way, the word of
Scripture will become a life-giving encounter with the Lord, shaping and directing people’s lives.

6. Given the particular situation in which you live, interreligious dialogue is an integral part of your pastoral
mission. More frequent contacts between Christians and Muslims, and greater understanding of each other’s
religious traditions and values, should help to overcome attitudes of suspicion and distrust, and ensure that
Bangladesh’s traditions of religious freedom are maintained and upheld. In defending the dignity of the human
person and the essential role of the family in the life of society, and in promoting the common good, there is
ample room for interreligious co-operation. The best foundation for such co-operation is the moral law inscribed
in the human heart, which is mankind’s common treasure and a fundamental meeting point between peoples of
different cultures and religious traditions. Since this is so, the fidelity of Christians to their religious beliefs and
moral traditions is of paramount importance. Faithful witness leads to the so-called "dialogue of life", through
which believers of different religions "bear witness before each other in daily life to their own human and spiritual
values, and help each other to live according to those values in order to build a more just and fraternal society"
(Redemptoris Missio, 57).

7. New evangelization and renewal of the Church in Bangladesh is a task for all the People of God. In a
particular way, it depends on how much the lay faithful become fully aware of their baptismal vocation and their
responsibility for bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to bear on culture and society. In your country the laity
face many difficulties due to their minority status and the poverty which afflicts so many. | deeply share your
concern for the poor, the marginalized and the suffering, and | encourage the various efforts of the Church in
Bangladesh to respond to situations of poverty. You have undertaken practical initiatives in the areas of health
care, social services and education, and you have also been active in the defence of human rights. The
Church’s social doctrine, provided it is more widely known and implemented, can make a significant and positive
contribution to alleviating the causes of poverty and can be a powerful instrument in furthering the common
good.
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The laity must be encouraged to avail themselves of the educational opportunities open to them and to be ever
more active in political, social, economic and cultural life at all levels.

8. One of your principal pastoral concerns and responsibilities is the family, and in recent years you have been
involved in various initiatives to promote this "priority sector of pastoral care" (Familiaris Consortio, 73).
Throughout Asia family values such as filial respect, love and care for the aged and the sick, and love of children
are held in high esteem, and this is true also of Bangladesh. Seen through the Church’s eyes, the family is also
one of the most effective agents of evangelization, and should be a place in which the Gospel is the rule of life
(cf. Ecclesia in Asia, 46). | wish to encourage you to continue to reflect on ways of strengthening and promoting
the family, founded upon marriage, as the community with the mission of guarding, revealing and communicating
life and love (cf. Familiaris Consortio, 17). Christian families need to become ever more fully the "domestic
Church", humbly and lovingly living out their vocation to holiness. This is all the more necessary at a time when
the family itself is threatened by an array of forces, especially those that promote an anti-life mentality. Families
which are built on a solid foundation are true sanctuaries of life, in which God’s gift of life can be properly
welcomed and protected against the many attacks to which it is exposed. It is for this reason that the role of the
family in building a culture of life is "decisive and irreplaceable" (Evangelium Vitae, 92).

9. My dear Brothers, your ad limina visit has been an occasion for us to share some reflections and thoughts
about the situation of the Catholic community in your land. Yours is one of the "young Churches", strong in its
love of Christ and vibrant in its enthusiasm for the Gospel message. | wish once again to assure you and the
priests, religious and laity of Bangladesh of my support and encouragement. In the words of Saint Paul | pray:
"May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with
joy, giving thanks to the Father" (Col 1:11-12). With these thoughts | entrust the Church in Bangladesh to the
maternal protection of Mary, bright star of evangelization in every age, and | willingly impart to you my Apostolic
Blessing.

[00773-02.01] [Original text: English]

MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE IN OCCASIONE DEL 9° CENTENARIO DELLA MORTE DI S. BRUNO

Pubblichiamo di seguito il Messaggio che Giovanni Paolo Il ha inviato, nella ricorrenza del 9° Centenario della
morte di S. Bruno, al Ministro Generale dei Certosini:

Au Révérend Pére Marcellin Theeuwes
Prieur de Chartreuse
Ministre général de I'Ordre des Chartreux
et a tous les membres de la famille cartusienne

1. Au moment ou les membres de la famille cartusienne célébrent le neuviéme centenaire de la mort de leur
fondateur, avec eux je rends grace a Dieu, qui a suscité dans son Eglise la figure éminente et toujours actuelle
de saint Bruno. Dans une priére fervente, appréciant votre témoignage de fidélité au Siege de Pierre, je
m’associe bien volontiers a la joie de I'Ordre cartusien, qui trouve dans ce "pére trés bon et incomparable" un
maitre de vie spirituelle. Le 6 octobre 1101, "brllant d’amour divin", Bruno quittait "les ombres fugitives du
siécle" pour rejoindre définitivement les "biens éternels” (cf. Lettre a Raoul, n. 13). Les fréres de I'ermitage de
Santa Maria della Torre, en Calabre, auxquels il avait donné tant d’affection, ne pouvaient se douter que ce Dies
natalis inaugurerait une aventure spirituelle singuliere qui produit encore aujourd’hui des fruits abondants pour
I'Eglise et pour le monde.
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Témoin du bouillonnement culturel et religieux qui agitait a son époque I'Europe naissante, acteur dans la
réforme que souhaitait réaliser 'Eglise face aux difficultés internes qu'elle rencontrait, aprés avoir été un
enseignant apprécié, Bruno se sent appelé a se consacrer au bien unique gu’est Dieu lui-méme. "Et qu’y a-t-il
d’aussi bon que Dieu? Plus encore, y a-t-il un autre bien que Dieu seul? Aussi I'ame sainte qui a quelque
sentiment de ce bien, de son incomparable éclat, de sa splendeur, de sa beauté, brile de la flamme du céleste
amour et s’écrie: 'J’ai soif du Dieu fort et vivant, quand irai-je voir la face de Dieu™ (Lettre a Raoul, n. 15). Le
caractere radical de cette soif poussa Bruno, dans I'écoute patiente de I'Esprit, a inventer avec ses premiers
compagnons un style de vie érémitique, ou tout favorise la réponse a I'appel du Christ qui, de tout temps, choisit
des hommes "pour les mener en solitude et se les unir dans un amour intime" (Statuts de I'Ordre des
Chartreux). Par ce choix de "vie au désert", Bruno invite dés lors toute la communauté ecclésiale " a ne jamais
perdre de vue la vocation supréme, qui est de demeurer toujours avec le Seigneur" (Vita consecrata, n. 7).

Bruno fait apparaitre son vif sens de I'Eglise, lui qui fut capable d’oublier "son" projet pour répondre aux appels
du Pape. Conscient que la marche dans la voie de la sainteté ne se congoit pas sans I'obéissance a I'Eglise, il
nous montre ainsi que la véritable vie a la suite du Christ exige de se remettre entre ses mains, manifestant
dans I'abandon de soi un surcroit d'amour. Une telle attitude le maintenait dans la joie et dans la louange
permanentes. Ses freres constataient qu'il "avait toujours le visage rayonnant de joie et la parole modeste. Avec
la vigueur d’'un pére, il savait montrer la sensibilité d’'une mere" (Introduction au Rouleau funébre consacré a
Bruno). Ces paroles délicates du rouleau funébre expriment la fécondité d’'une existence consacrée a la
contemplation du visage du Christ, source d’efficacité apostolique et moteur de la charité fraternelle. Puissent
les fils et les filles de saint Bruno, a I'exemple de leur pére, continuer inlassablement de contempler le Christ,
montant ainsi "une garde sainte et persévérante, dans I'attente du retour de leur Maitre pour lui ouvrir dés qu’il
frappera" (Lettre a Raoul, n. 4); cela constitue un appel stimulant pour que tous les chrétiens demeurent vigilants
dans la priére afin d’accueillir leur Seigneur!

2. A la suite du grand Jubilé de I'iIncarnation, la célébration du neuvieme centenaire de la mort de saint Bruno
acquiert aujourd’hui un relief supplémentaire. Dans la lettre apostolique Novo millennio ineunte, jinvite tout le
peuple de Dieu a repartir du Christ, pour permettre a ceux qui sont assoiffés de sens et de vérité d’entendre
battre le coeur de Dieu et le cceur de I'Eglise. La parole du Christ: "Et moi, je suis avec vous tous les jours
jusqu’a la fin du monde" (Mt 28, 20), appelle tous ceux qui portent le nom de disciples a puiser dans cette
certitude un élan renouvelé pour leur vie chrétienne, force inspiratrice de leur cheminement (cf. Novo millennio
ineunte, n. 29). La vocation a la priére et a la contemplation, qui caractérise la vie cartusienne, montre
particulierement que seul le Christ peut apporter a 'espérance humaine une plénitude de sens et de joie.

Comment alors douter un seul instant qu’une telle expression du pur amour ne donne a la vie cartusienne une
extraordinaire fécondité missionnaire? Dans la retraite des monastéres et dans la solitude des cellules,
patiemment et silencieusement, les Chartreux tissent la robe nuptiale de I'Eglise, "toute belle comme une
fiancée parée pour son époux" (Ap 21,3); ils présentent quotidiennement le monde a Dieu et convient 'humanité
tout entiére au festin des Noces de I’Agneau. La célébration du sacrifice eucharistique constitue la source et le
sommet de toute la vie au désert, conformant a I'étre méme du Christ ceux et celles qui se livrent a I'amour, afin
de rendre visibles la présence et I'action du Sauveur dans le monde, pour le salut de tous les hommes et pour la
joie de I'Eglise.

3. Au cceur du désert, ce lieu d’épreuve et de purification de la foi, le Pére conduit les hommes sur un chemin de
dépossession qui conteste toutes les logiques de I'avoir, du succés et du bonheur illusoire. Guigues le Chartreux
ne cessait d'encourager ceux qui voulaient vivre selon l'idéal de saint Bruno a "suivre I'exemple du Christ
pauvre, [pour] ... avoir part a ses richesses" (Sur la vie solitaire, n. 6). Cette dépossession passe par une
coupure radicale du monde, qui n’est pas un mépris du monde, mais une orientation assumée de toute
I'existence dans une recherche assidue de l'unique Bien: "Tu m’as séduit, Seigneur, et je me suis laissé séduire"
(Jr 20, 7). Heureuse est I'Eglise de pouvoir disposer du témoignage cartusien de disponibilité totale a I'Esprit et
d'une vie totalement donnée au Christ!

J'invite donc les membres de la famille cartusienne, par la sainteté et la simplicité de leur vie, a demeurer
comme une ville sur la montagne et comme une lampe sur un lampadaire (cf. Mt 5, 14-15). Enracinés dans la
Parole de Dieu, désaltérés par les sacrements de I'Eglise, soutenus par la priere de saint Bruno et des freres,
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qu'ils demeurent pour toute I'Eglise et au coeur du monde des "lieux d’espérance et de découverte des
Beéatitudes, des lieux ou I'amour, s’appuyant sur la priére, source de la communion, est appelé a devenir logique
de vie et source de joie" (Vita consecrata, n. 51)! Expression sensible d’'une offrande de toute la vie vécue en
union avec celle du Christ, la vie en cloture, en faisant ressentir la précarité de I'existence, appelle a ne compter
que sur Dieu seul. Elle aiguise la soif de recevoir les graces données par la méditation de la Parole de Dieu. Elle
est aussi "le lieu de la communion spirituelle avec Dieu et avec les fréres et les sceurs, ou la restriction de
I'espace et des contacts favorise I'intériorisation des valeurs évangéliques"(/bid., n. 59). La recherche de Dieu
dans la contemplation est indissociable, en effet, de 'amour des fréres, amour qui nous fait reconnaitre le visage
du Christ dans le plus pauvre d’entre les hommes. La contemplation du Christ vécue dans la charité fraternelle
reste le chemin le plus sir de la fécondité de toute vie. Saint Jean ne cesse de le rappeler : "Mes bien-aimés,
aimons-nous les uns les autres, puisque I'amour est de Dieu, et que quiconque aime est né de Dieu et connait
Dieu" (1 Jn 4, 7). Saint Bruno I'avait bien compris, lui qui n’a jamais dissocié la primauté qu’il donnait a Dieu
dans toute sa vie de la profonde humanité dont il t¢tmoignait auprés de ses fréres.

4. Le neuviéeme centenaire du Dies natalis de saint Bruno me donne I'occasion de renouveler ma vive confiance
a I'Ordre des Chartreux dans sa mission de contemplation gratuite et d’intercession pour I'Eglise et pour le
monde. A la suite de saint Bruno et de ses successeurs, les monastéres de Chartreuse ne cessent d’éveiller
I'Eglise a la dimension eschatologique de sa mission, faisant mémoire des merveilles que Dieu fait et veillant
dans I'attente de I'accomplissement ultime de I'espérance (cf. Vita consecrata, n. 27). Guetteur infatigable du
Royaume qui vient, cherchant & "étre" avant de "faire", I'Ordre cartusien donne & 'Eglise vigueur et courage
dans sa mission, pour avancer au large et pour permettre a la Bonne Nouvelle du Christ d’enflammer toute
'humanité.

En ces jours de féte de I'Ordre, je prie ardemment le Seigneur de faire résonner dans le coeur de nombreux
jeunes l'appel a tout quitter pour suivre le Christ pauvre, sur le chemin exigeant mais oh combien libérateur de la
voie cartusienne. J'invite aussi les responsables de la famille cartusienne a répondre sans peur aux appels des
jeunes Eglises a fonder des monastéres sur leurs territoires.

Dans cet esprit, le discernement et la formation des candidats qui se présentent doivent faire I'objet d’'une
attention renouvelée de la part des formateurs. En effet, notre culture contemporaine, marquée par un fort
sentiment hédoniste, par le désir de possession et une certaine conception erronée de la liberté, ne facilite pas
I'expression de la générosité de jeunes qui veulent consacrer leur vie au Christ, souhaitant marcher a sa suite
sur le chemin d'une vie d’amour oblatif, de service concret et généreux. La complexité des cheminements
personnels, les fragilités psychologiques, les difficultés a vivre la fidélité dans le temps, invitent a ce que rien ne
soit négligé pour fournir a ceux qui demandent a entrer au désert de la Chartreuse une formation qui englobe
toutes les dimensions de la personne. En outre, on portera une attention particuliere au choix de formateurs
capables d’accompagner les candidats sur les chemins de la libération intérieure et de la docilité a I'Esprit Saint.
Enfin, sachant que la vie fraternelle est un élément fondamental du cheminement des personnes consacrées, on
invitera les communautés a vivre sans réserve 'amour mutuel, en développant un climat spirituel et un style de
vie conformes au charisme de I'Ordre.

5. Chers fils et filles de saint Bruno, ainsi que je le rappelais a la fin de I'exhortation apostolique post-synodale
Vita consecrata, "vous n’avez pas seulement a vous rappeler et a raconter une histoire glorieuse, mais vous
avez a construire une grande histoire ! Regardez vers 'avenir, ou I'Esprit vous envoie pour faire encore avec
vous de grandes choses" (n. 110). Au coeur du monde, vous rendez I'Eglise attentive & la voix de 'Epoux qui lui
parle au cceur: "Gardez courage ! J'ai vaincu le monde" (Jn 16, 33). Je vous encourage a ne jamais renoncer
aux intuitions de votre fondateur, méme si 'appauvrissement des communautés, la diminution des entrées et
'incompréhension suscitée par votre choix de vie radical pourraient vous amener a douter de la fécondité de
votre Ordre et de votre mission dont les fruits appartiennent mystérieusement a Dieu !

Avous, chers fils et filles de la Chartreuse, qui étes les héritiers du charisme de saint Bruno, il appartient de
garder dans toute son authenticité et sa profondeur la spécificité du chemin spirituel qu’il vous a montré par sa
parole et son exemple. Votre connaissance savoureuse de Dieu, mlrie dans la priére et dans la méditation de
sa parole, appelle le peuple de Dieu a élargir son regard aux horizons d’'une humanité nouvelle en quéte de la
plénitude de son sens et d’'unité. Votre pauvreté offerte pour la gloire de Dieu et le salut du monde est une
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éloquente contestation des logiques de rentabilité et d’efficacité qui souvent ferment le coeur de 'lhomme et des
nations aux vrais besoins de leurs freres. Votre vie cachée avec le Christ, comme la Croix silencieuse plantée
au cceur de 'humanité rachetée, demeure en effet pour I'Eglise et pour le monde le signe éloquent et le rappel
permanent que tout étre, hier comme aujourd’hui, peut se laisser saisir par Celui qui n’est qu’amour.

Confiant tous les membres de la famille cartusienne a l'intercession de la Vierge Marie, Mater singularis
Cartusiensium, étoile de I'Evangélisation du troisieme millénaire, je leur accorde une affectueuse Bénédiction
apostolique, que j'étends a tous les bienfaiteurs de I'Ordre.

Du Vatican, le 14 mai 2001.
IOANNES PAULUS I

[00774-03.01] [Texte original: Frangais]

RINUNCE E NOMINE® RINUNCIA DEL VESCOVO DI BILOXI (U.S.A.) E NOMINA DEL SUCCESSOREe®
NOMINA DI CARDINALI MEMBRI DELLE CONGREGAZIONI ROMANEe® NOMINA DI CONSIGLIERE DELLA
PONTIFICIA COMMISSIONE PER L’AMERICA LATINAe RINUNCIA DEL VESCOVO DI BILOXI (U.S.A.) E
NOMINA DEL SUCCESSORE

Il Santo Padre ha accettato la rinuncia al governo pastorale della diocesi di Biloxi (U.S.A.), presentata da S.E.
Mons. Joseph Lawson Howze, in conformita al canone 401 § 1 del Codice di Diritto Canonico.

Giovanni Paolo Il ha nominato Vescovo di Biloxi (U.S.A.) il Rev.do Mons. Thomas John Rodi, finora Vicario
Generale dell'arcidiocesi di New Orleans.

Mons. Thomas John Rodi

Il Rev.do Mons. Thomas John Rodi € nato a New Orleans (Louisiana) il 27 marzo 1949. Dopo gli studi
elementari e secondari in scuole cattoliche a New Orleans, ha fequentato la "Georgetown University" a
Washington (1967-1971) e poi la "Tulana University" a New Orleans (1971-1974), ottenendovi la laurea in diritto
civile. E’ entrato nel 1974 nel Seminario di "Notre Dame" dell'arcidiocesi di New Orleans per lo studio della
teologia. Susseguentemente, ha ottenuto la licenza in diritto canonico all'Universita Cattolica di Washington
(1986).

E’ stato ordinato sacerdote per l'arcidiocesi di New Orleans il 20 maggio 1978.

Ha poi ricoperto i seguenti incarichi: vice-parroco delle Parrocchie "Saint Ann, Saint Laurence and Saint
Christopher" a Metairie, "Saint Agnes" a Jefferson e "Saint Matthew" a River Ridge. Dal 1989 al 1992 ¢é stato
Vicario per la pastorale nella curia diocesana e, dal 1992 al 1995, Cancelliere arcidiocesano. E’ stato Parroco
della "Saint Rita Parish" a New Orleans dal 1995 al 1996, quando € stato nominato Vicario Generale e
Moderatore della Curia, Ufficio che ricopre tuttora. E’ stato inoltre difensore del vincolo e giudice prosinodale del
tribunale metropolitano, direttore per I'educazione religiosa, membro del collegio dei consultori e del consiglio
presbiterale. E’ stato nominato Prelato d’Onore nel 1992.

[00772-01.01]

* NOMINA DI CARDINALI MEMBRI DELLE CONGREGAZIONI ROMANE

Il Santo Padre ha annoverato fra i Membri delle Congregazioni Romane i seguenti Em.mi Cardinali:
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) nella Congregazione per la Dottrina della Fede i Signori Cardinali Ignace Moussa | Daoud, Giovanni Battista
Re, Ivan Dias, Desmond Connell, Zenon Grocholewski e Walter Kasper;

2) nella Congregazione per le Chiese Orientali i Signori Cardinali Varkey Vithayathil, Lubomyr Husar, Karl
Lehmann, Agostino Cacciavillan e Walter Kasper;

3) nella Congregazione per il Culto Divino e la Disciplina dei Sacramenti i Signori Cardinali lvan Dias, Juan Luis
Cipriani Thorne, Claudio Hummes, Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Cormac Murphy-O'Connor, Frangois Xavier Nguyén
Van Thuan, José Saraiva Martins e Mario Francesco Pompedda;

4) nella Congregazione delle Cause dei Santi i Signori Cardinali Janis Pujats, Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne e Jorge
Maria Mejia;

5) nella Congregazione per i Vescovi i Signori Cardinali Desmond Connell, Louis-Marie Billé, Karl Lehmann,
Agostino Cacciavillan, Zenon Grocholewski e José Saraiva Martins;

6) nella Congregazione per I'Evangelizzazione dei Popoli i Signori Cardinali Wilfrid Fox Napier, Bernard Agré,
Ignacio Antonio Velasco Garcia, Frangois Xavier Nguyén Van Thuan e Agostino Cacciavillan;

7) nella Congregazione per il Clero i Signori Cardinali Marian Jaworski, Johannes Joachim Degenhardt, Oscar
Andrés Rodriguez Maradiaga, Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Severino Poletto, Sergio Sebastiani e Crescenzio Sepe;

8) nella Congregazione per gli Istituti di Vita Consacrata e le Societa di Vita Apostolica i Signori Cardinali
Francisco Javier Errazuriz Ossa, Wilfrid Fox Napier e Jorge Mario Bergoglio;

9) nella Congregazione per I'Educazione Cattolica i Signori Cardinali Christoph Schénborn, Johannes Joachim
Degenhardt, Ilvan Dias, Pedro Rubiano Saenz, Audrys Juozas Backis e José da Cruz Policarpo.

Nei giorni prossimi si pubblicheranno i nomi degli Em.mi Cardinali che sono stati annoverati fra i Membri degli
altri Dicasteri di Curia.

[00775-01.01]

* NOMINA DI CONSIGLIERE DELLA PONTIFICIA COMMISSIONE PER L’AMERICA LATINA

Il Santo Padre ha nominato Consigliere della Pontificia Commissione per I'America Latina S.E. Mons. Jorge
Enrique Jiménez Carvajal, Vescovo di Zipaquira (Colombia) e Presidente del C.E.L.A.M. (Consiglio Episcopale
Latino Americano).

[00776-01.01] [Testo originale: Italiano]



