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Audience with relatives of the victims of the Port of Beirut explosion (Lebanon, 2020)

This morning, in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, the Holy Father Francis received in audience the relatives of the
victims of the explosion in the Port of Beirut, Lebanon, which occurred four years ago.

The following is the Pope’s greeting to those present:

Greeting of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters,

It is very moving for me to meet with you, the family members of those who lost their lives in the Beirut port
explosion four years ago. | continue to keep you and your loved ones in my prayers, and | join my tears to your
own. Today | thank God that | am able to spend this time with you, and to express personally my closeness to
you.

Together with you, | think of all those whose lives were taken by that enormous explosion. Our heavenly Father
knows each of them; their faces are before him. | think of the tiny face of little Alexandra. From heaven, they see
your struggles and they are praying that they may soon come to an end.

Together with you, | ask for truth and justice, which have not yet arrived. All of us know that the issues are
complex and difficult, and that opposing powers and interests make their influence felt. Yet truth and justice must
prevail over all else. Four years have now gone by. The Lebanese people, and you above all, have a right to
words and actions that manifest responsibility and transparency.

With you, | also feel the pain of withessing once again the great number of innocent people daily losing their
lives because of the war in your region, in Palestine and Israel, for which Lebanon is paying a price. Every war
leaves our world worse than it was before. War is always a failure, a failure of politics, a failure of humanity, a



shameful capitulation, a stinging defeat before the forces of evil. (Cf. Fratelli Tutti, 261).

With you, | implore from heaven the peace that we find so hard to build on earth. I implore it for Lebanon and for
the entire Middle East. Lebanon is, and must remain, a project for peace. Let us not forget that a Pope
previously said that “Lebanon is a message, and this message is a project for peace” (cf. SAINT JOHN PAUL

Il, Message to all the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the situation in Lebanon, 7 September 1989). Lebanon’s
vocation is to be a land where diverse communities live together in concord, setting the common good above
individual advantage, a land where different religions and confessions encounter one another in a spirit of
fraternity.

Dear sisters and brothers, | would like each of you to feel my personal affection, but also that of the entire
Church. We think and feel that Lebanon is a war-torn country. | know that your Bishops and priests, your men
and women religious, are close to you. | thank them from the bottom of my heart for all that they have done and
continue to do. You are not alone, and we will never abandon you, but express our solidarity with you through
prayer and concrete works of charity.

| thank you, dear friends, for being here today. In you, | see the dignity of faith and the nobility of hope, much like
the dignity and nobility of the cedar tree that is the symbol of your country. Cedars invite us to lift our gaze on
high, to heaven, to God, who is our hope, a hope that does not disappoint. Our hope never disappoints! May the
Virgin Mary from her shrine in Harissa, continue to watch over you and all the Lebanese people. | cordially
impart my blessing. | assure you of my prayers, and | ask you, please, to pray for me. Thank you.


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html#261

