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Resignations and Appointments

Appointment of bishop of Galloway, Scotland

Erection of the diocese of Mafinga, Tanzania, and appointment of first bishop

 

Appointment of bishop of Galloway, Scotland

The Holy Father has appointed the Reverend Francis Dougan, of the clergy of the diocese of Motherwell, parish
priest of Our Lady of Lourdes of East Kilbride, as bishop of the diocese of Galloway, Scotland.

Curriculum vitae

Msgr. Francis Dougan was born on 8 September 1972 in Lanark. After graduating in law, he was awarded a
licentiate in canon law.

He received priestly ordination on 27 June 2001, and was incardinated in the diocese of Motherwell.

He has held the following offices: parish vicar of Our Lady and Saint Anne of Cadzow, Hamilton and chaplain of
Holy Cross High School in Hamilton (2001-2006); vice rector of the Pontifical Scottish College in Rome (2006-
2012); parish priest of Saint Mark and Saint Anthony in Rutherglen and chaplain of Trinity High School in
Hamilton (2013-2021); since 2013, advisor at the Interdiocesan Ecclesiastical Tribunal; since 2017, adjunct
judicial vicar at the Interdiocesan Ecclesiastical Tribunal and judicial vicar for the diocese of Motherwell; since
2021, parish priest of Our Lady of Lourdes in East Kilbride, chaplain of Hairmyres General Hospital in East
Kilbride, and chaplain at Saint Andrew’s and Saint Bride’s High School in East Kilbride.

 



Erection of the diocese of Mafinga, Tanzania, and appointment of first bishop

The Holy Father has erected the new diocese of Mafinga, Tanzania, by the dismemberment of the diocese of
Iringa, making it a suffragan of the metropolitan see of Mbeya.

The Holy Father has appointed the Reverend Vincent Cosmas Mwagala, of the clergy of the diocese of Iringa,
vicar general and parish priest of Ifunda, as the first bishop of the newly-erected diocese of Mafinga, Tanzania.

Curriculum vitae

Msgr. Vincent Cosmas Mwagala was born on 11 December 1973 in Makungu, in the Iringa region. After
attending the Saint Augustine Major Seminary of Peramiho, in the archdiocese of Songea, and the
archepiscopal seminary of Agrigento, he was awarded a licentiate in pastoral theology from the Pontifical
Theological Faculty of Sicily in Palermo, Italy.

He was ordained a priest on 11 July 2007 for the clergy of the diocese of Iringa.

He has held the following offices: deputy parish priest of San Gerlando in Lampedusa (2007-2011); parish priest
of Our Lady of Fatima in Usokami (2011-2018); vicar for religious (since 2015); vicar general of the diocese of
Iringa and parish priest of Virgin Mary Help of Christians in Ifunda (since 2018): and member of the College of
Consultors (since 2019).

 

Statistical data

The newly-erected diocese of Mafinga [Latin name Mafingensis] was dismembered from the diocese of Iringa
and made a suffragan of the metropolitan see of Mbeya. The see of the diocese is in the city of Mafinga. The
Cathedral Church of the new ecclesiastical circumscription will be the current Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, in Mafinga.

 

  Iringa before division New diocese of
Mafinga

Iringa after division

Area 43,218 Km2 11,016 Km2 32,202 Km2
Inhabitants 2,789,871 617,770 2,172,101
Catholics 766,393 236,299 530,094
Parishes 45 17 28
Diocesan priests 111 30 81
Religious priests 29 11 18
Men religious 160 5 155
Women religious 735 136 599
Major seminarians 110 52 58
Catechists 935 350 585
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