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Message of the Holy Father, signed by the Cardinal Secretary of State, for the “Flame” youth
gathering

The following is the Message sent on behalf of the Holy Father by Cardinal secretary of State Pietro Parolin on
the occasion of the “Flame” youth gathering, organized by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales and taking place today in Wembley Stadium, London, 150 days prior to World Youth Day in Lisbon:

 

Message

THE REVEREND DOMINIC HOWARTH
CHAIR OF THE CYMFED FLAME CONGRESS ORGANISING TEAM

HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS WAS PLEASED TO LEARN THAT YOUNG CATHOLICS FROM ACROSS
ENGLAND AND WALES ARE GATHERING IN THE WEMBLEY ARENA FOR THE 2023 FLAME CONGRESS,
AND HE SENDS HEARTFELT GOOD WISHES AND THE ASSURANCE OF HIS SPIRITUAL CLOSENESS TO
ALL TAKING PART. HIS HOLINESS PRAYS THAT ALMIGHTY GOD WILL RICHLY BLESS THEIR TIME
TOGETHER, SO THAT THROUGH ADORATION, MUSIC, TESTIMONIES AND THE SHARING OF
FRIENDSHIP WITH CHRIST AND WITH ONE ANOTHER, ALL PRESENT WILL GROW STRONG IN FAITH
AND LOVE AND BEAR WITNESS COURAGEOUSLY TO THE GOSPEL MESSAGE THAT SETS US FREE. AS
THEY DO SO, IT IS HIS HOPE THAT THOSE ASSEMBLED WILL, LIKE MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD,
RESPOND WITH HASTE TO THE LORD’S CALL TO FOLLOW HIM, AND IN PARTICULAR TO “DARE TO BE
DIFFERENT, TO POINT TO IDEALS OTHER THAN THOSE OF THIS WORLD, TESTIFYING TO THE BEAUTY
OF GENEROSITY, SERVICE, PURITY, PERSEVERANCE, FORGIVENESS, FIDELITY TO OUR PERSONAL
VOCATION, PRAYER, THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE AND THE COMMON GOOD, LOVE FOR THE POOR,
AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP” (APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION CHRISTUS VIVIT, 36). ENTRUSTING ALL THE
PARTICIPANTS AND THEIR FAMILIES TO THE INTERCESSION OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM, THE
HOLY FATHER GLADLY IMPARTS HIS BLESSING AS A PLEDGE OF WISDOM, JOY AND PEACE IN JESUS
THE LORD.



CARDINAL PIETRO PAROLIN
SECRETARY OF STATE
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