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The Pope’s words at the Angelus prayer

At the end of the Holy Mass celebrated in the Vatican Basilica for the Solemnity of Mary Most Holy, Mother of
God, and for the 56th World Day of Peace, Pope Francis appeared at the window of his study in the Vatican
Apostolic Palace to pray the Angelus with the faithful and pilgrims gathered in Saint Peter’s square.

The following are the Holy Father’s words of introduction to the Marian prayer:

 

Before the Angelus

Dear brothers and sisters, good day and Happy New Year!

The beginning of the new year is entrusted to Mary Most Holy whom we celebrate today as Mother of God. At
this time, let us invoke her intercession especially for Pope emeritus Benedict XVI who left this world yesterday
morning. Let us all join together, with one heart and one soul, in thanking God for the gift of this faithful servant
of the Gospel and of the Church. We saw recently on TV, the “Sua Immagine” program, all that he did and the
life of Pope Benedict.

As we contemplate Mary in the stable where Jesus was born, we can ask ourselves: What languages does the
Holy Virgin use to speak to us? How does Mary speak? What can we learn from her for this year that is
dawning? We can say, “Our Lady, teach us what we need to do this year”.

In reality, if we observe the scene that today’s Liturgy presents to us, we note that Mary does not speak. She
welcomes the mystery she is experiencing with awe, she cherishes everything in her heart and, above all, she is
concerned about the Child whom, as the Gospel says, was “laid in a manger” (cf. Lk 2:16). This verb “to lay”
means to carefully place, and this tells us that the language proper to Mary is maternal: she tenderly takes care
of the Child. This is Mary’s greatness. As the angels celebrate, the shepherds come running and everyone
praises God with a loud voice for what has happened, Mary does not speak, she does not entertain her guests
explaining everything that had happened to her, she does not steal the show – to us who like to steal the show! –



she does not steal the show. On the contrary, she puts the Child in the centre, she lovingly takes care of him. A
poet once wrote that Mary “even knew how to be solemnly mute, […] because she did not want to lose sight of
her God” (A. Merini, Corpo d’amore. Un incontro con Gesù, Milano 2001, 114).  

This is typically maternal language: the tenderness of taking care of. In fact, after having borne the gift of a
mysterious prodigy in their wombs for nine months, mothers constantly put their babies at the centre of their
attention: they feed them, they hold them in their arms, they tenderly lay them down in the crib. To take care of –
this is the language of the Mother of God, a language of mothers: to take care of.

Brothers and sisters, like all mothers, Mary bore life in her womb and thus, she talks to us about our future. But
at the same time, she reminds us that, if we truly want the New Year to be good, if we want to reconstruct hope,
we need to abandon the language, those actions and those choices inspired by egoism and learn the language
of love, which is to take care of. To take care of is a new language that counters these languages of egoism.
This is the commitment: to take care of our lives – each one of us needs to take care of our own life – to take
care of our time, of our souls; to take care of creation and the environment we live in; and even more, to take
care of our neighbour, of those whom the Lord has placed alongside us, as well as our brothers and sisters who
are in need and who call for our attention and our compassion. Looking at Our Lady with the Child, there taking
care of her Child, let us learn to take care of others, even of ourselves, caring for our interior health, our spiritual
life, charity.

Celebrating today the World Day of Peace, let us regain awareness of the responsibility that has been entrusted
to us to construct the future – in the face of the personal and social crises we are living, in the face of the tragedy
of the war, “we are called to confront the challenges of our world in a spirit of responsibility and compassion”
(Message for the 56th World Day of Peace, 5). And we can do this if we take care of each other and if, all of us
together, take care of our common home.

Let us implore Mary Most Holy, the Mother of God, so that in this epoch, polluted by diffidence and indifference,
she might make us capable of being compassionate and providing care – capable of being compassionate and
providing care – capable of “looking more closely and sympathetically at others whenever necessary” (Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 169).

 

After the Angelus

To all of you here present, and to all who are following through the media, I extend best wishes for the New
Year. I express heartfelt gratitude to the President of the Italian Republic, the Honourable Sergio Mattarella,
invoking prosperity for the Italian people; and the same wishes go to the President of the Government.

On this day that Saint Paul VI wished to dedicate to prayer and reflection for peace in the world, let us feel even
more strongly intolerable the contrast of war, that in Ukraine and in other regions, is sowing death and
destruction. Nevertheless, let us not lose hope because we have faith in God who in Jesus Christ has opened
for us the way of peace. The experience of the pandemic has taught us that no one can save him or herself
alone, but that together we can pursue the paths of peace and development. Throughout the entire world, from
every people, the cry is rising: No to war! No to rearmament! May resources go toward development, health,
food, education, employment.

Among the innumerable initiatives promoted in the Christian community, I recall the national march that took
place yesterday in Altamura, after four caravans that brought their solidarity to Ukraine. I greet and thank the
numerous friends of the Sant’Egidio community who have come this year as well to witness to their commitment
for peace in every land, here, and in many cities in the world. Thank you, dear brothers and sisters of
Sant’Egidio.
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And I greet the two musical bands which come from Virginia and Alabama, from the United States of America –
we want to hear them after! I greet the young people from the Regnum Christi movement – thank you! They are
making themselves heard! – from various countries of America and Europe, as well as the children and families
from the Cenacle Community, with a blessing to Mother Elvira and to all the communities.

I wish all of you an enjoyable Sunday and a Happy New Year. Do not forget to pray for me. Enjoy your lunch and
arrivederci!
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