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Apostolic Journey of His Holiness Francis in Malta – Holy Mass at the Granaries, Floriana

After leaving Saint Paul’s Basilica, the Holy Father Francis transferred by car to the Granaries in Floriana for the
celebration of Holy Mass. In front of the Parish of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, where the tomb of Saint
George Preca is located, the Pope left the vehicle and boarded the popemobile.

Upon arrival at the Granaries, after touring among the faithful and pilgrims by popemobile, at 10.15 he
celebrated Holy Mass in the presence of around twenty thousand faithful and representatives of the Christian
Churches and other religious denominations.

During the Eucharistic celebration, after the proclamation of the Gospel, the Holy Father delivered his homily.

At the end of Holy Mass, Archbishop Charles J. Scicluna, metropolitan of Malta, addressed greetings and thanks
to the Holy Father. Pope Francis then led the recitation of the Angelus with the faithful and pilgrims present in
the Granaries in Floriana.

After the recitation of the Angelus and the final blessing, the Holy Father returned by car to the apostolic
nunciature of Malta, where he lunched in private.

The following is the homily delivered by the Holy Father during the Eucharistic celebration, and his words of
introduction to the Marian prayer:

 

Homily of the Holy Father

“Early in the morning Jesus came again to the temple; all the people came to him” (Jn 8:2). These words
introduce the story of the woman caught in adultery. The background is serene: it is morning in the holy place, in
the heart of Jerusalem. At the centre is the people of God, who are looking for Jesus, the Master, in the
courtyard of the temple: they want to listen to him, because his words are insightful and heartwarming. There is



nothing abstract in his teaching; it touches, frees, transforms and renews real life. Here we see the “intuition” of
the people of God; they are not satisfied with the temple built of stones, but flock around the person of Jesus. In
this passage, we can see the believers of every age, the holy people of God. Here in Malta, that people is
numerous and lively, faithful in seeking the Lord through a concrete, lived faith. For this, I thank all of you.

In the presence of those people, Jesus takes his time: the Gospel tells us that, “he sat down and taught them” (v.
2). Yet, there are empty seats in that school of Jesus. Absent are the woman and her accusers. Unlike the
others, they did not go to the Master. They all have their reasons: the scribes and the Pharisees think that they
already know everything and do not need the teaching of Jesus; the woman, on the other hand, is lost and
confused, someone who went astray looking for happiness in the wrong places. They were absent for different
reasons, and the story will end differently for each of them. Let us reflect on these “absentees”.

First of all, let us consider the accusers of the woman. In them, we see a reflection of all those who pride
themselves on being righteous, observers of God’s law, decent and respectable people. They disregard their
own faults, yet they are very concerned about those of others. They go to Jesus: not with open hearts to hear his
words, but “to test him and to have some charge to bring against him” (v. 6). This reveals the inner thoughts of
these cultivated and religious people, who know the Scriptures and visit the temple, yet subordinate this to their
personal interests and do not resist the evil thoughts brewing in their hearts. In the eyes of the people, they
appear to be experts in things of God, yet they fail to recognize Jesus; indeed, they view him as an enemy to be
eliminated. To achieve this, they set before him someone they scornfully refer to as “this woman”, treating her as
a thing, and publicly denouncing her adultery. They call for the woman to be stoned, and pour out on her all their
hostility to the compassion shown by Jesus. And they do so under the cloak of their reputation as devout and
religious men.

Brothers and sisters, these Gospel personages remind us that at any time our individual and communal
religiosity can conceal the worm of hypocrisy and the urge to point the finger at others. We can always run the
risk of failing to understand Jesus, of having his name on our lips but denying him by the way that we live. Even
as we raise banners displaying the cross. How, then, can we prove whether not we are true disciples of the
Master? We do so by the way we regard our neighbour and the way we regard ourselves. This is an important
point in the definition of who we are.

By the way we regard our neighbour: whether we do this with a look of mercy, as Jesus shows us today, or with
a look of judgement, even contempt, like the accusers of the Gospel, who present themselves as God’s
defenders but who fail to realize that they are trampling on their sisters and brothers. Those who believe they are
upholding the faith by pointing their finger at others may have a certain “religiosity”, but they have not embraced
the spirit of the Gospel, for they disregard mercy, which is the heart of God.

To understand whether we are true disciples of the Master or not, we need to think about how we view
ourselves. The accusers of the woman were convinced that they had nothing to learn. Their outward appearance
was impeccable, yet they lacked the truth of the heart. They represent those believers who in every age make
faith part of their façade; they present an impressive and solemn exterior, yet they lack interior poverty, the
greatest treasure of the human heart. For Jesus, what really counts is openness and docility on the part of those
who do not consider themselves secure, but recognize their need for salvation. It is good for us then, whenever
we pray, but also whenever we participate in lovely religious services, to ask ourselves if we are truly attuned to
the Lord. We can ask him straightaway, “Jesus, here I am with you, but what is it that you want from me? What
is in my heart, in my life, that you want me to change? How do you want me to regard others?” Praying like that
will do us good, because the Master is not content with appearances; he seeks the truth of the heart. Once we
open our hearts to him in truth, he can work wonders in us.

We see this in the woman caught in adultery. Her situation seemed hopeless, but then a new and unexpected
horizon opened up before her. She was insulted and awaiting merciless judgment and severe punishment. Yet
to her amazement, she finds herself acquitted by God, who points her to a future she did not at all anticipate:
“Has no one condemned you?” – Jesus says to her – “Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin again” (vv.
10.11). What a difference there is between the Master and the woman’s accusers! They cited the Scriptures to
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condemn her; Jesus, the very Word of God, completely rehabilitates the woman, restoring her hope. From this
story, we learn that any judgment that is not inspired and moved by charity only serves to make things worse for
those who receive it. God, on the other hand, always leaves room for second chance; he can always find paths
that lead to liberation and salvation.

Forgiveness changed that woman’s life. Mercy and misery embraced. Mercy and misery met there, and the
woman’s life changed. We can even speculate whether, after being forgiven by Jesus, she was able in turn to
forgive others. Perhaps she even came to see her accusers no longer as harsh and wicked men, but as the
means that led to her encounter with Jesus. The Lord also wants us, his disciples, his Church, likewise forgiven
by him, to become tireless witnesses of reconciliation. Witnesses of a God for whom the word “irredeemable”
does not exist, a God who always forgives. God always forgives. We are the ones who get tired of asking for
forgiveness. Our God is a God who never stops believing in us and always gives us a chance to start anew.
There is no sin or failure that we can bring before him that cannot become the opportunity for starting to live a
new and different life under the banner of mercy. There is no sin that cannot be treated in this manner. God
forgives everything. He forgives every sin.

This is the Lord Jesus. We truly know him when we experience his forgiveness, and when, like the woman in the
Gospel, we discover that God comes to us through our inner woundedness. That is indeed where the Lord loves
to make himself known, for he came not for the healthy but for the sick (cf. Mt 9:12). Today, that woman, who
found mercy amid her misery and who went away healed by Jesus’ forgiveness, invites us, as Church, to return
to the school of the Gospel, to learn from the God of hope who never ceases to surprise us. If we imitate him, we
will not be inclined to focus on condemning sins, but on setting out with love in search of sinners. We will be
content with those already present, but will go out in search of those absent. We will not go back to pointing
fingers, but will start listening. We will not discard the despised, but view as first those whom others consider
least. Brothers and sisters, this is what Jesus teaches us today by his example. Let us allow him to amaze us.
Let us joyfully welcome the good news he brings.

 

Before the Angelus

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am grateful for Archbishop Scicluna’s kind words on your behalf, but I am really the one who should be
thanking you! Thank you very much!

I would like to express my gratitude to the President of the Republic and the civil authorities, to my brother
Bishops, to you, dear priests, men and women religious, and to all the citizens and faithful of Malta and Gozo for
your warm and affectionate welcome. This evening, I will meet some of our migrant brothers and sisters, and
then it will be time to return to Rome. I will bring back many memories of the events and conversations of these
days. Above all, I will remember many of your faces, as well as the luminous face of Malta and the many kind
gestures! I thank all those who worked so hard to prepare for this visit, and I cordially greet our brothers and
sisters of the different Christian denominations and religions whom I have met in these days. I ask all of you to
pray for me, as I will for you. Let us pray for one another.

These islands breathe a sense of the People of God. May you continue to do so, mindful that faith grows in joy
and is strengthened in giving. Forge further links in the chain of holiness that has led so many Maltese to devote
their lives with enthusiasm to God and to others. I think, for example, of Dun Ġorġ Preca, canonized fifteen years
ago. Finally, I would like to say a word to the young, who are your future. Dear young friends, I want to share
with you the most beautiful thing in life. Do you know what it is? It is the joy of giving ourselves completely in
love, which makes us free. That joy has a name: it is Jesus. I wish you the beauty of falling in love with Jesus,
who is the God of mercy – we heard this in today’s Gospel – and who believes in you, dreams with you, loves
your lives and will never disappoint you. Keep going forward always with Jesus, with your family and with the
People of God; do not forget your roots. Speak with your elders, speak with your grandparents, speak with
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elderly people!

May the Lord accompany you, and Our Lady keep you. Let us now pray to her for peace, as we think of the
humanitarian tragedy unfolding in war-torn Ukraine, which continues to be bombarded in the sacrilegious war.
May we be tireless in praying and in offering assistance to those who suffer. Peace be with you!
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