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Telegram of condolence on the death of His Beatitude Cardinal Antonios Naguib

The following is the telegram of condolence from the Holy Father to the Patriarch of Alexandria of the Copts, His
Beatitude Ibrahim Isaac Sidrak, on the death yesterday, 28 March 2022, of His Beatitude Cardinal Antonios
Naguib, Patriarch emeritus of Alexandria of the Copts, Egypt:

 

Telegram of the Holy Father

TO HIS BEATITUDE

IBRAHIM ISAAC SEDRAK

PATRIARCH OF ALEXANDRIA OF THE COPTS,

ON LEARNING THE NEWS OF THE DEATH OF HIS BEATITUDE CARDINAL ANTONIOS NAGUIB,
PATRIARCH EMERITUS OF ALEXANDRIA OF THE COPTS, I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY
CONDOLENCES TO YOUR BEATITUDE, TO THE PRIESTS, TO THE FAMILY OF THE LATE CARDINAL AND
TO ALL THE FAITHFUL, ASSURING YOU OF MY CLOSENESS IN PRAYER AND SORROW, WHICH HAS
AFFLICTED THE ENTIRE PATRIARCHAL CHURCH. I REMEMBER THIS DEAR BROTHER, WHO TOOK
VERITAS-CARITAS AS THE MOTTO OF HIS EPISCOPATE, FOR HIS FAITH AND PRIESTLY ZEAL, WHICH
LED HIM TO BE ATTENTIVE TO THE FORMATION OF PRIESTS AND TO MAKE IT HIS FIRST PRIORITY. I
THINK OF HIS GENEROUS COMMITMENT IN THE FIELD OF DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICE: HE
FOUNDED AN APOSTOLATE GROUP DEDICATED TO THE SERVICE OF THE NEEDY AND THE
SUFFERING, AND WAS AN EXAMPLE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD IN THE CHURCH. HE WAS GENERAL
RAPPORTEUR AT THE SPECIAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE MIDDLE EAST OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS. I
THEREFORE RAISE MY PRAYERS TO GOD AND ASK HIM, BY THE INTERCESSION OF OUR LADY, THE
VIRGIN MARY, TO WELCOME HIS FAITHFUL SERVANT WITH THE ANGELS AND SAINTS INTO THE
HEAVENLY JERUSALEM. I PRAY WITH YOU, GIVE YOU MY BLESSING AND ASK YOU TO PRAY FOR ME.



                                                                                                                                                        FRANCIS
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