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Telegram of the Holy Father to the President of the Italian Republic following the attack in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

The following is the telegram sent by the Holy Father Francis to the President of the Italian Republic, the
Honorable Sergio Mattarella, following the attack that took place yesterday in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, in which the Italian ambassador Luca Attanasio, the Carabiniere Vittorio Iacovacci, and their driver
Mustapha Milambo lost their lives.

Telegram of the Holy Father

HIS EXCELLENCY

HON. SERGIO MATTARELLA

PRESIDENT OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC

PALAZZO DEL QUIRINALE

00187 ROME

I HAVE LEARNED WITH SORROW OF THE TRAGIC ATTACK THAT TOOK PLACE IN THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, IN WHICH THE YOUNG ITALIAN AMBASSADOR LUCA ATTANASIO, THE
THIRTY-YEAR OLD CARABINIERE VITTORIO IACOVACCI, AND THEIR CONGOLESE DRIVER MUSTAPHA
MILAMBO LOST THEIR LIVES. I EXPRESS MY HEARTFELT CONDOLENCE TO THEIR FAMILIES, THE
DIPLOMATIC SERVICE AND THE CARABINIERI FOR THE LOSS OF THESE SERVANTS OF PEACE AND
THE LAW. LET US TAKE HEED OF THE EXEMPLARY WITNESS OF THE AMBASSADOR, A PERSON OF
OUTSTANDING HUMAN AND CHRISTIAN QUALITIES, UNSPARING IN BUILDING FRATERNAL AND
CORDIAL RELATIONSHIPS, FOR THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF SERENE AND HARMONIOUS RELATIONS
IN THAT AFRICAN COUNTRY; AND OF THE CARABINIERE, EXPERT AND GENEROUS IN HIS SERVCICE
AND ABOUT TO FORM A NEW FAMILY. WHILE I RAISE PRAYERS FOR THE ETERNAL REPOSE OF
THESE NOBLE SONS OF THE ITALIAN NATION, I EXHORT CONFIDENCE IN THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD,



IN WHOSE HANDS NOTHING IS LOST OF THE GOOD ACCOMPLISHED, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS
CONFIRMED THROUGH SUFFERING AND SACRIFICE. TO YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, TO THE RELATIVES
AND COLLEAGUES OF THE VICTIMS AND TO ALL THOSE WHO MOURN THIS BEREAVEMENT, I SEND
MY HEARTFELT BLESSING.

                                                                                             FRANCIS
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