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The Pope’s words at the Angelus prayer

At midday today the Holy Father Francis appeared at the window of his study in the Vatican Apostolic Palace to
pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in Saint Peter’s Square.

The following is the introduction to the Marian prayer:

 

Before the Angelus

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Good morning!

In today’s Gospel passage (cf. Mt 22:34-40), a doctor of the Law asks Jesus “which is the great commandment”
(v. 36), that is, the principal  commandment of all divine Law. Jesus simply answers: “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” (v. 37). And he immediately adds:
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (v. 39).

Jesus’ response once again takes up and joins two fundamental precepts, which God gave his people through
Moses (cf. Dt 6:5; Lv 19:18). And thus he overcomes the snare that is laid for him in order “to test him” (Mt
22:35). His questioner, in fact, tries to draw him into the dispute among the experts of the Law regarding the
hierarchy of the prescriptions. But Jesus establishes two essential principles for believers of all times two
essential principles of our life. The first is that  moral and religious life cannot be reduced to an anxious and
forced obedience. There are people who seek to fulfil the commandments in an anxious or forced manner, and
Jesus helps us understand that moral and religious life cannot be reduced to anxious or forced obedience, but
must have love as its precept. The second principle is that love must tend together and inseparably toward God
and toward neighbour. This is one of Jesus’ primary innovations and it helps us understand that what is not
expressed in love of neighbour is not true love of God; and, likewise, what is not drawn from one’s relationship
with God is not true love of neighbour.



Jesus concludes his response with these words: “On these two commandments depend all the law and the
prophets” (v. 40). This means that all the precepts the Lord has given to his people must be related to love of 
God and neighbour.

In fact, all the commandments serve to implement, to express that twofold  indivisible love. Love for God is
expressed above all in prayer, particularly in adoration. We neglect the adoration of God a great deal. We recite
the prayer of thanksgiving, the supplication to ask for something..., but we neglect adoration. Adoring God is
precisely the heart of prayer. And love for neighbour, which is also called fraternal charity, consists in  closeness,
listening, sharing, caring for others. And so often we neglect to listen to others because it is boring or because it
takes up our time, or [we neglect] to accompany them, to support them in their suffering, in their trials.... But we
always find the time to gossip, always! We do not have time to console the afflicted, but so much time to gossip.
Be careful!

 The Apostle John writes: “he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has
not seen ” (1 Jn 4:20). Thus, we see the unity of these two commandments.

In today’s Gospel passage, once again, Jesus helps us go to the living and gushing wellspring of Love. And this
wellspring is God himself, to be loved completely in a communion that nothing and no one  can break. A
communion that is a gift to be requested each day, but also a personal commitment not to let our lives  become
enslaved by the idols of the world. And the proof of our journey of conversion and holiness always consists in
love of neighbour. This is the test: if I say “I love God” and do not love my neighbour, it does not work. The
verification that I love God is that I love my neighbour. As long as there is a brother or sister to whom we close
our hearts, we will still be far from being disciples as Jesus asks us. But his divine mercy does not allow us to be
discouraged, but rather calls us to begin anew each day to live the Gospel consistently.

May the intercession of Mary Most Holy open our hearts to welcome the “great commandment”, the twofold
commandment of love, which contains all of God’s Law and on which our salvation depends.

 

After the Angelus

Dear brothers and sisters,

I am following with particular concern the news coming from Nigeria, regarding the violent clashes that have
recently occurred between law enforcement and several young protesters. Let us pray to the Lord that any form
of violence may always be avoided, in the constant search for social harmony through the promotion of justice
and the common good.

I greet all of you, people of Rome and pilgrims who have come from various countries; families, parish groups,
associations and individual faithful. In particular, I greet the “Cell of evangelization” group from the Parish of
Saint Michael the Archangel in Rome; and also the young people of the Immaculata, who are here today!

This coming 28 November, on the eve of the first Sunday of Advent, I will hold a Consistory for the appointment
of 13 new Cardinals:

Bishop Mario Grech, Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops;

Bishop Marcello Semeraro, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints;

Archbishop Antoine Kambanda of Kigali, Rwanda;
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Archbishop Wilton Gregory of Washington;

Archbishop José Advincula of Capiz, Philippines;

Archbishop Celestino Aós Braco of Santiago de Chile;

Bishop  Cornelius Sim, titular Bishop of Putia in Numidia and Vicar Apostolic of Brunei, Kuala Lumpur;

Archbishop Augusto Paolo Lojudice of Siena-Colle Val d’Elsa-Montalcino;

Fra Mauro Gambetti, Conventual Franciscan, Custodian of the Sacred Convent of Assisi.

 

With them I will unite as members of the College of Cardinals:

Bishop  Felipe Arizmendi Esquivel, Bishop emeritus of San Cristóbal de las Casas, Mexico;

Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi, titular Archbishop of Asolo, Apostolic Nuncio;

Fra Raniero Cantalamessa, Capuchin, Preacher of the Papal Household;

Msgr Enrico Feroci, parish priest of Holy Mary of the Divine Love in Castel di Leva.

 

Let us pray for the new Cardinals, so that, in confirming their adherence to Christ, they may help me in my
ministry as Bishop of Rome, for the good of the entire holy faithful People of God.
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