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Holy Mass with young people in Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Yangon

This morning, after leaving the archbishopric, the Holy Father Francis transferred to Saint Mary’s Cathedral in
Yangon for Holy Mass with young people.

Before entering the Cathedral, the Pope greeted the faithful gathered in the external area from the popemobile,
then at 10.15 local time (4.45 Rome time), he presided at the Eucharistic Celebration, on the liturgical feast of
Saint Andrew, attended by young people from all over the country.

At the end of the celebration, the archbishop of Yangon, Cardinal Charles Bo, S.D.B., greeted the Holy Father.
After the final blessing, Pope Francis transferred by car to Yangon International Airport for the official farewell
from Myanmar.



The following is the homily that the Holy Father pronounced after the proclamation of the Holy Gospel.

 

Homily of the Holy Father

As my visit to your beautiful country draws to a close, I join you in thanking God for the many graces we have
received in these days. Looking out at you, the young people of Myanmar, and all those who are united with us
outside this cathedral, I want to share with you a phrase from today’s first reading that resonates within me.
Taken from the prophet Isaiah, it was echoed by Saint Paul in his letter to the young Christian community in
Rome. Let us listen once again to those words: “The footsteps of those who bring good news are a welcome
sound” (Rom 10:15; cf. Is 52:7).

Dear young people of Myanmar, hearing your young voices and listening to you sing today, I want to apply those
words to you. Yes, you are “a welcome sound”; you are a beautiful and encouraging sight, for you bring us ‘good
news’, the good news of your youth, your faith and your enthusiasm. Indeed, you are good news, because you
are concrete signs of the Church’s faith in Jesus Christ, who brings us a joy and a hope that will never die.

Some people ask how it is possible to speak of good news when so many people around us are suffering?
Where is the good news when so much injustice, poverty and misery cast a shadow over us and our world? But I
want a very clear message to go out from this place. I want people to know that you, the young men and women
of Myanmar, are not afraid to believe in the good news of God’s mercy, because it has a name and a face:
Jesus Christ. As messengers of this good news, you are ready to bring a word of hope to the Church, to your
own country, and to the wider world. You are ready to bring good news for your suffering brothers and sisters
who need your prayers and your solidarity, but also your enthusiasm for human rights, for justice and for the
growth of that “love and peace” which Jesus brings.

But I also have a challenge to set before you. Did you listen carefully to the first reading? There Saint Paul
repeats three times the word unless. It is a little word, but it asks us to think about our place in God’s plan. In
effect, Paul asks three questions, and I want to put them to each of you personally. First, how are people to
believe in the Lord unless they have heard about Him? Second, how are people to hear about the Lord unless
they have a messenger, someone to bring the good news? And third, how can they have a messenger unless
one is sent?” (Rom 10:14-15).

I would like all of you to think deeply about these questions. But don’t be worried! As a loving “father” (or better,
a “grandfather”!), I don’t want you to wrestle with these questions alone. Let me offer a few thoughts that can
guide you on your journey of faith, and help you to discern what it is that the Lord is asking of you.

Saint Paul’s first question is: “How are people to believe in the Lord unless they have heard about Him?” Our
world is full of many sounds, so many distractions, that can drown out God’s voice. If others are to hear and
believe in Him, they need to find Him in people who are authentic. People who know how to listen! That is surely
what you want to be! But only the Lord can help you to be genuine, so talk to Him in prayer. Learn to hear His
voice, quietly speaking in the depths of your heart.

But talk also to the saints, our friends in heaven who can inspire us. Like Saint Andrew, whose feast we keep
today. Andrew was a humble fisherman who became a great martyr, a witness to the love of Jesus. But before
he became a martyr, he made his share of mistakes, and he needed to be patient, and to learn gradually how to
be a true disciple of Christ. So do not be afraid to learn from your own mistakes! Let the saints lead you to Jesus
and teach you to put your lives in His hands. You know that Jesus is full of mercy. So share with him all that you
hold in your hearts: your fears and your worries, as well as your dreams and your hopes. Cultivate your interior
life, as you would tend a garden or a field. This takes time; it takes patience. But like a farmer who waits for the
crops to grow, if you wait the Lord will make you bear much fruit, a fruit you can then share with others.
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Paul’s second question is: “How are they to hear about Jesus without a messenger?” Here is a great task
entrusted in a special way to young people: to be “missionary disciples”, messengers of the good news of Jesus,
above all to your contemporaries and friends. Do not be afraid to make a ruckus, to ask questions that make
people think! And don’t worry if sometimes you feel that you are few and far between. The Gospel always grows
from small beginnings. So make yourselves heard. I want you to shout! But not with your voices. No! I want you
to shout with your lives, with your hearts, and in this way to be signs of hope to those who need encouragement,
a helping hand to the sick, a welcome smile to the stranger, a kindly support to the lonely.

Paul’s last question is: “How can people have a messenger unless one is sent?” At the end of this Mass we will
all be sent forth, to take with us the gifts we have received and to share them with others. This can be a little
daunting, since we don’t always know where Jesus may be sending us. But He never sends us out without also
walking at our side, and always just a little in front, leading us into new and wonderful parts of His kingdom.

How does our Lord send Saint Andrew and his brother Simon Peter in today’s Gospel? “Follow me!”, He tells
them (Mt 4:19). That is what it means to be sent: to follow Christ, and not to charge ahead on our own! The Lord
will invite some of you to follow Him as priests, and in this way to become “fishers of men”. Others He will call to
become religious or consecrated men and women. And yet others He will call to the married life, to be loving
fathers and mothers. Whatever your vocation, I urge you: be brave, be generous and, above all, be joyful!

Here in this beautiful cathedral dedicated to Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception, I encourage you to look to
Mary. When she said “yes” to the message of the angel, she was young, like yourselves. Yet she had the
courage to trust in the “good news” she had heard, and to express it in a life of faithful dedication to her vocation,
total self-giving, and complete trust in God’s loving care. Like Mary, may all of you be gentle but courageous in
bringing Jesus and His love to others.

Dear young people, with great affection I commend all of you, and your families, to her maternal intercession.
And I ask you, please, to remember to pray for me.

God bless Myanmar! [Myanmar pyi ko Payarthakin Kaung gi pei pa sei]

Official farewell from Myanmar at Yangon International Airport

At 12.45 local time (7.15 Rome time), the Holy Father Francis arrived at Yangon International Airport for the
official farewell from Myanmar. Upon arrival, the Pope was welcomed by the Minister Delegate of the President.
He then left Myanmar on board a B737-800/BIMAN (Bangladesh Airlines), destined for Bangladesh.

 

Telegram to the President of the Republic of Myanmar

Immediately after leaving by air from Yangon, the Holy Father Francis sent to the President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar the following telegram:

HIS EXCELLENCY HTIN KYAW
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
NAYPYIDAW

AS I DEPART FROM MYANMAR TO CONTINUE MY APOSTOLIC JOURNEY TO BANGLADESH, I RENEW
MY DEEP APPRECIATION TO YOUR EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNMENT AND THE BELOVED PEOPLE OF
MYANMAR FOR YOUR WARM WELCOME AND GENEROUS HOSPITALITY. INVOKING ABUNDANT DIVINE
BLESSINGS UPON ALL OF YOU, I OFFER THE ASSURANCE OF MY FERVENT PRAYERS FOR HARMONY
AND PEACE IN THE NATION.

3



FRANCISCUS PP.
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