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14th meeting of the Council of Cardinals: towards a new apostolic constitution
Vatican City, 13 April 2016 – The Council of Cardinals met with the Holy Father from Monday 11 to Wednesday
13 April. All members were present apart from Cardinal Oswald Gracias, archbishop of Bombay, India, who was
unable to attend for health reasons. The Pope participated in all the meetings aside from this morning's session,
due to the usual Wednesday general audience.
The conversations focused mostly on the various dicasteries of the Curia which have been the subject of
reflection in previous meetings, with a view to the new apostolic constitution. These included the Congregation
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, the Congregation for Consecrated Life and the
Societies of Apostolic Life, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, and others.
The tests regarding the Holy Father's proposal for the two new dicasteries referred to on other occasions –
"Laity, Family, Life" and "Justice, Peace, Migrations" (also including Charity and Health Pastoral Care) were
reread and submitted to the Holy Father for his decisions.
Other issues were considered: in particular, the criteria for gathering information for the appointment of new
bishops, in the light of their identity and pastoral mission. The cardinals also reflected on the meaning and role of
the nuncio.
Updates were also presented in the form of reports from the prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy on issues
within its sphere of competence, and from Cardinal O'Malley on the activity of the Commission for the Protection
of Minors.
On the final day the Council worked to gather, order and integrate the various contributions that have emerged
from the meetings so far, so as to begin to structure an overall proposal to offer to the Pope from the Council in
view of the new Constitution.
The next meetings of the Council this year are scheduled to take place from 6 to 8 June, 12 to 14 September,
and 12 to 14 December.

