The Holy See

POPE FRANCIS

MORNING MEDITATION IN THE CHAPEL OF THE
DOMUS SANCTAE MARTHAE

Accepting Jesus even to the Cross

Thursday, 20 February 2020

[Multimedia]

Reflecting on the day’s Gospel on Thursday, 20 February, Pope Francis urged the faithful to get to
know Jesus. He identified three steps to help us learn who Jesus truly is: to know, to witness and
to accept the path God has chosen for him. Knowing Jesus, he explained, means reading the
Gospel, taking children to catechesis and attending Mass. To witness Jesus, the Holy Father
continued, means to publicly acknowledge him. In order to do so we need the power of God and of
the Holy Spirit as we cannot do this on our own. To accept Jesus means to ask ourselves what is
the purpose of Jesus’ life; Why did he come?

“Witnessing to Jesus is bearing witness to his death, his Resurrection”, the Holy Father pointed
out. It does not mean simply proclaiming: “You are God” and stopping there. It “means accepting
the path that the Father chose for him: humiliation”. If we do not accept this path, he added, then
we are not being Christian and “we deserve what Jesus said to Peter: ‘Get behind me, Satan!’.

Satan, Pope Francis pointed out, knows very well that Jesus is the son of God, but Jesus “refuses
to accept his ‘witness’ in the same way that he distances Peter when he rejects the path chosen
by Jesus. The Church too makes a mistake when she does not follow his path and becomes
worldly. The Holy Father concluded his homily by inviting the faithful to ask for the grace of being
consistent as Christians and to follow Jesus on his way to the Cross.
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