
 
 
THE PONTIFICAL ACADEMY FOR LIFE LAUNCHES ‘SCIENTISTS FOR PEACE’: A GLOBAL APPEAL TO 
SCIENTISTS AROUND THE WORLD FOR CONCRETE ACTIONS FOR PEACE  
 
A GLOBAL APPEAL TO SCIENTISTS WORLDWIDE FOR CONCRETE ACTIONS TOWARDS PEACE  
In accordance with its mandate, the Pon@fical Academy for Life undertakes interdisciplinary study 
on maHers concerning the promo@on and protec@on of human life. 
 
Can scien@fic research—through its methods and fields of inquiry—contribute meaningfully to the 
pursuit of peace? 
 
Guided by the search for truth, scien@fic research is founded on rigorous methodologies and is 
advanced through the sharing of knowledge and a con@nuous willingness to ques@on itself. 
Although compe@@on and debate are inherent within today’s scien@fic community, these can be 
approached through transparent communica@on, the seQng aside of personal interests, and a 
commitment to enriching the common heritage of knowledge, extending across na@onal 
boundaries. 
 
At this cri@cal moment in history—when the language of weapons and war, and the erupIon of 
violence, have assumed a tragic global significance that also constrains scienIfic research—
scienIsts and academics throughout the world are called to take a clear stand for peace. They 
are invited to engage acIvely in seeking paths towards reconciliaIon and conflict resoluIon, 
beginning within the daily pracIce of their research. 
 
Scien@sts for Peace is a call to ac@on promoted by the PonIfical Academy for Life and supported 
by the Dicastery for PromoIng Integral Human Development. Par@cipa@on is open to scien@sts, 
researchers, and academics across all disciplines, irrespec@ve of na@onality, cultural background, 
poli@cal views, or religious belief. 
  
‘Peace exists, it wants to dwell in us, it has the gentle power to enlighten and broaden our 
intelligence, it resists violence and overcomes it.’ 
 
(Message of Pope Leo XIV for the 59th World Day of Peace 2026) 
 
To enable scien@fic research to offer its dis@nc@ve, decisive, and indispensable contribu@on to the 
building of peace, the Pon@fical Academy for Life, together with the other promoters of this  
Appeal, invites all scien@sts, researchers, and academics to: 
 

- recognise scien@fic research itself as a meaningful prac@ce of peace; 
- assess the impact of their research on fostering a culture of peace; 
- cul@vate the spirit of universal fraternity that is intrinsic to scien@fic inquiry; 
- value interna@onal scien@fic communi@es and organisa@ons as seQngs for scien@fic 

diplomacy, par@cularly through large-scale interna@onal and collabora@ve projects; 



- promote research ini@a@ves involving scien@sts and ins@tu@ons from diverse peoples and 
cultures; 

- contribute to cri@cal reflec@on on monopolis@c systems and misalignments within 
intellectual property frameworks that risk genera@ng injus@ce and conflict; 

- monitor the poten@al dual use of research results originally developed for peaceful civilian 
purposes, but which may be diverted to improper, including military, applica@ons; 

- place discoveries and inven@ons at the service of peace, contribu@ng thoughdully to 
discussions on the development and use of weapons for legi@mate defence; 

- advance research aimed at non-violent conflict resolu@on and the removal of its underlying 
causes. 

 
The form to sign the Appeal is available on the website of the PonIfical Academy for Life – 
ScienIsts for Peace. 
 
hVps://www.academyforlife.va 
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