
Second Session - 
XVI General Ordinary 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops  

 
Ecumenical celebration 

11 October 2024 - 7 p.m. 
Introduction  

Chant: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus  

 
Opening prayer  
Look with favour your people, Lord, we pray 
And pour out upon them the gifts of your Spirit, 
That they may grow constantly in love of the truth 
And devote themselves with zeal 
To perfect unity among Christians. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your, Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Litany of praise  
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1. From the Constitution Lumen Gentium: “Christ is the Light of nations. 
Because this is so, this Sacred Synod gathered together in the Holy Spirit eagerly 
desires, by proclaiming the Gospel to every creature (cf. Mk 16:15) to bring the 
light of Christ to all human beings, a light brightly visible on the countenance of 
the Church.” (LG 1) 

We praise you, Creator God, for the good news of Jesus,  
which has spread throughout the world and throughout history. 
 
Cantor: Glory to you, O God.    All: Tibi, Deo, Gloria  

 
 
2. From Lumen Gentium: ‘All human beings are called to this union with 
Christ, who is the light of the world, from whom we go forth, through whom we 
live, and toward whom our whole life strains.” (LG 3) 

We bless you, O God of Life, for your universal call to live in 
union with your Son Jesus Christ. 

Cantor: Glory to you, O God.    All: Tibi, Deo, Gloria. 

 

3. From Lumen Gentium: “The holy people of God shares also in Christ’s 
prophetic office; it spreads abroad a living witness to him, especially by means 
of a life of faith and charity and by offering to God a sacrifice of praise, the tribute 
of lips which give praise to his name (Heb 13:15).” (LG 12) 

We thank you, O Christ, Head of the Church, for the gift of your 
Spirit which leads us into all truth. 
 
Cantor: Glory to you, O God.    All: Tibi, Deo, Gloria. 

 
4. From Lumen Gentium: “In virtue of this catholicity each individual part 
contributes through its special gifts to the good of the other parts and of the whole 
Church. Through the common sharing of gifts and through the common effort to 
attain fullness in unity, the whole and each of the parts receive increase.” (LG 13) 

We praise you, Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Saviour, for all the 
gifts that we have freely received from you and which we wish to 
share freely with others. 

Cantor: Glory to you, O God.    All: Tibi, Deo, Gloria. 
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5. From Lumen Gentium: “In all of Christ's disciples the Spirit arouses the 
desire to be peacefully united, in the manner determined by Christ, as one flock 
under one shepherd, and he prompts them to pursue this end. (Rev 22:17) Mother 
Church never ceases to pray, hope and work that this may come about. She 
exhorts her children to purification and renewal so that the sign of Christ may 
shine more brightly over the face of the earth.” (LG 15) 

Praised be you, Spirit of Love, Spirit of Truth, for your work of 
unity among us, especially the unity which we are receiving 
experiencing this Synod, you who never cease to draw us closer 
to Christ. 

Cantor: Glory to you, O God.    All: Tibi, Deo, Gloria. 

 

From the Prophet Isaiah (Is 25:6-8) 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 
a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines 
strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over 
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death 
forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken. 

 

Psalm 122 with the chant Alleluia 7 

I was glad when they said to me. 
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 
Jerusalem – built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD. 
 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 
 
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say,  
“Peace be within you.” 
 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek your good. 
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From the Gospel according to John (Jn 17:20-26)  
I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in 
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I 
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may 
be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely 
one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because 
you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
 
Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them. 
 
Chant Alleluia 7 (one time)  

 
Short readings [John 17:20-21 in Portugese, Chinese, Swahili, Arabic, 
Malayalam]  
 

Chant: Bless the Lord, My Soul 
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Silence  
 
Prayers of intercession  
 
1. From the decree Unitatis Redintegratio:  
“It is the Holy Spirit, dwelling in those who believe and pervading and ruling 
over the Church as a whole, who brings about that wonderful communion of the 
faithful. He brings them into intimate union with Christ, so that he is the principle 
of the Church's unity.” (UR 2) 

God of life, who gives life to every being from all eternity, we 
pray: May your Spirit continue the work of communion and unity 
among us. 
Cantor: Lord, we pray to you.         All: Kyrie eleison. 

 
2. From Unitatis Redintegratio:  
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“Catholics must gladly acknowledge and esteem the truly Christian endowments 
from our common heritage which are to be found among our separated brethren. 
It is right and salutary to recognize the riches of Christ and virtuous works in the 
lives of others who are bearing witness to Christ, sometimes even to the shedding 
of their blood. [...] Nor should we forget that anything wrought by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit in the hearts of our separated brethren can be a help to our own 
edification.” (UR 4) 

O Christ, Love of the Father, who has called us to the greatest 
love, love of neighbour, come to us in every baptised person we 
encounter, so that, together, we may bear witness to you and 
divisions may cease. 
Cantor: Lord, we pray to you.         All: Kyrie eleison. 

 
3. From Unitatis Redintegratio:  
“There can be no ecumenism worthy of the name without a change of heart. For 
it is from renewal of the inner life of our minds, from self-denial and an unstinted 
love that desires of unity take their rise and develop in a mature way.” (UR 7) 

Holy Spirit, animator of life in God, come and renew the virtue of 
charity in us, so that our solidarity and commitment to the hungry, 
the sick, the imprisoned, the migrants and all those who have lost 
hope may grow. 
Cantor: Lord, we pray to you.         All: Kyrie eleison. 
 

4. From Unitatis Redintegratio: “Baptism therefore constitutes a powerful 
sacramental bond of unity among all those who have been regenerated by it. 
Baptism is ordered to the full profession of faith, to full incorporation into the 
means of salvation determined by Christ, and finally to full incorporation into 
Eucharistic communion”. (UR 22)  

O God, who created us and gave us rebirth in Baptism, grant that 
we may live your grace to the full, so that one day we may come 
to full Eucharistic communion and eat and drink at the same altar. 
Cantor: Lord, we pray to you.         All: Kyrie eleison. 

 
 
6. From Unitatis Redintegratio: “The Council moreover professes its 
awareness that human powers and capacities cannot achieve this holy objective - 
the reconciling of all Christians in the unity of the one and only Church of Christ. 
It is because of this that the Council rests all its hope on the prayer of Christ for 
the Church, on our Father's love for us, and on the power of the Holy Spirit”. (UR 
24) 
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O Christ, our hope, you have promised us your presence for ever. 
In the love of the Father and the power of the Spirit we find our 
strength. Grant that we may join you in prayer: that we may be 
one, so that the world may believe. 
Cantor: Lord, we pray to you.         All: Kyrie eleison. 

 
Chant: Bogoroditse Dievo 2  

 
 
Meditation by Pope Francis  
 
Chant: Beati i poveri (Blessed are the poor) 
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Prayer: 
Make known in us, O Lord, 
the abundance of your mercy 
and, in the power of your Spirit, 
remove the divisions between Christians, 
that your Church may appear more clearly 
as a sign raised high among the nations 
and that the world, enlightened by your Spirit, 
may believe in the Christ whom you have sent. 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Blessing: Pope Francis together with the fraternal delegates and moment of 
recollection before the cross of San Damiano. 
 
The Lord be with you. 

℞ And with your spirit.  

May almighty God bless you, the Father + and the Son+ and the Holy 
Spirit+.  

℞ Amen. 

 
Chant: Misericordias Domini  
 
 
 
 


