BUREAU DE PRESSE DU SAINT-SIEGE
PRESSEAMT DES HEILIGEN STUHLS

HOLY SEE PRESS OFFICE
OFICINA DE PRENSA DE LA SANTA SEDE

BOLLETTINO

SALA STAMPA DELLA SANTA SEDE

N. 0767
Giovedi 08.10.2015

Synod15 — Testimonianze di Uditori nelle Congregazioni generali del 5 e 6 ottobre 2015

Intervento della Famiglia Galindo, dal Messico (I Congregazione Generale, 5 ottobre)

Intervento della Famiglia Nkosi, dal Sud Africa (lll Congregazione Generale, 6 ottobre)

Nel corso della prima Congregazione generale di lunedi 5 ottobre e nel corso della terza Congregazione
generale di martedi 6 ottobre, hanno portato la loro testimonianza due coppie di uditori, rispettivamente i Signori
Galindo (Messico) e i Signori Nkosi, dal Sud Africa.

Riportiamo di seguito le loro testimonianze:

Intervento della Famiglia Galindo, dal Messico (I Congregazione Generale, 5 ottobre)

Sig.ra Gertrudiz Clara RUBIO DE GALINDO e Sig. Andrés Salvador GALINDO LOPEZ, Segretari Esecutivi della
Commissione Episcopale per la Famiglia della Conferenza Episcopale; Segretari del CELAM per la Zona del
Messico-Centroamerica

Somos el matrimonio conformado por Andrés y Clara Galindo de México.
Hace ya 45 afos que formamos la familia Galindo Rubio.
Dios nos permitié tener 2 hijos ahora ya casados y 4 nietos.

Iniciamos nuestra vida, como muchos matrimonios, con mucha ilusion, pero también con momentos positivos y
negativos tanto emocionales como econémicos.

Los primeros afios no fueron faciles sobre todo por algunas presiones de algunos familiares que no nos
auguraban mucho éxito en nuestra nueva vida que estabamos iniciando, al grado que por los problemas
econdmicos que teniamos buscaron separarnos. Y un dia llegé a nuestra casa un familiar con los documentos
ya preparados para que firmaramos nuestro divorcio.

A pesar de la insistencia porque diéramos ése paso, Andrés y Yo, decidimos luchar contra el desequilibrio que
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habia provocado aquel suceso y sacar adelante nuestro matrimonio y la familia que empezabamos a formar,
aunque ésta decision fue sin tener una conciencia clara de lo que significaba el sacramento del matrimonio,

Poco tiempo después, gracias a Dios tuvimos la oportunidad de vivir una experiencia de relacion en el
Encuentro Matrimonial Catdlico, en donde aprendimos a comunicarnos, a saber perdonar, pero sobre todo el
conocer cual era el plan de Dios para nosotros como matrimonio y como familia. Y asi seguimos luchando por
nuestra relacién, pero ahora con un poco mas de conciencia de acuerdo al plan de Dios.

Un tiempo después en que pasabamos nuevamente por una etapa muy dificil de nuestra vida ya que Andrés se
habia quedado sin trabajo y nuestra situacion econémica se veia mermada, un querido amigo nos pidioé que lo
acompafaramos a la Basilica de Guadalupe, en donde aprovechamos para pedirle a nuestra querida Madre y a
nuestro Sr. Dios, a que nos ayudaran a resolver nuestros problemas y prometimos que nosotros hariamos lo
que nos pidieran.

Saliendo de la Basilica fuimos invitados a colaborar dentro de la Pastoral Familiar y lo primero que pensamos
fue en decir que no, que primero teniamos que resolver nuestros problemas econémicos. Pero gracias a Dios y
a nuestra Sra. pudimos recapacitar y aceptamos servir a nuestra Iglesia en la Pastoral Familiar.

Durante nuestro servicio a nuestra Iglesia, tanto en México como en Centroamérica, hemos podido corroborar
en diversos Cursos, Asambleas, Congresos etc. que los grandes problemas por lo que pasan las familias son
provocados por factores Sociales, Culturales, Politicos, Educativos, Econémicos y religiosos y el matrimonio y la
familia, se ven debilitados y fragiles, y su propia fuerza necesita ser rescatada a través de la formacion y
ensefianza de su identidad y mision.

La pastoral de la familia es hoy, la pastoral del 3er. Milenio, por los pequefios y grandes ataques de algunas
instituciones tanto gubernamentales como civiles hacia el matrimonio, la familia y la vida.

Requiere de Pastores enamorados del proyecto de Dios, para hacer una pastoral de la Familia que nazca del
corazon del Pastor, para que las familias sean guiadas, acompafiadas y formadas segun el plan de Dios, para
que vivan su identidad y mision.

[01653-ES.01] [Texto original: Espafiol]

Intervento della Famiglia Nkosi, dal Sud Africa (lll Congregazione Generale, 6 ottobre)

Sig.ra Buysile Patronella NKOSI e Sig. Meshack Jabulani NKOSI, Membri del Advisory Committee for the
National Family Desk of the Southern African Episcopal Catholic Bishops' Conference

The Discernment of the Family Vocation

My name is Jabu Nkosi and this is my wife Buyi. We have been married for only 35 years and are blessed with 5
children and 8 grandchildren. Three of our children are married in the church, all of them with non-Catholics and
are walking in two faiths but one love. One of our sons-in-law and our daughter in-law want to become Catholics
and we are looking forward to the Easter of 2016 when we will be welcoming them into the Catholic family as full
members.

In the past 33 years we have accompanied many young people with whom we have shared our life experience,
the word of God and the Church teachings, giving them an opportunity to make choices for their lives. We pass
on the Good News of the love of God for us through His Son Jesus Christ and we in our life, every day try
through God's grace to become good news to each other and to young couples and the world. This is made
possible by letting the Word of God, Christ Himself, be our compass. We have and have had our numerous
challenges, of perhaps not seeing things the same way or hurting each other in one way or another but our
redemption has always been to try to be humble enough to say “I am sorry”, as in the words of the Holy father,
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“pardon me, thank you and may I” please are indispensable words if we are to live in peace and harmony in our
family. It is important to remember to say “I love you” to each other and to the children. “Pope Benedict XVI in his
encyclical Caritas in Veritate emphasises the importance of love as the principle of life in society, the place
where a person learns common good” since the family is the first place where, a new person learns to love, to
forgive, experiences forgiveness and learns to share about God and the Church as the family is the first school
of Love and Humanity.

The choice we made 35 years ago is the choice we continue to make every day to care for each other in the
family and to be faithful to each other as we committed to love forever. Modern society which unfortunately has
developed a 'throwaway culture, this kind of commitment seems to be utter foolishness and is ridiculed and
discouraged. Young people then tend to be afraid to get married and to look at this commitment as a burden.
Part of our calling is to encourage them to enter into the journey of Holy Matrimony looking at Christ as their new
hope.

We have experienced new life being born, and have seen our parents giving us support in raising our children.
We have also seen them getting older, more frail and have taken care of them until they passed on. We have
seen our children develop to parenthood themselves and us assuming a supportive role for them and their
families. We continue to pass on our faith, all the Christian values and the culture of "Ubuntu"- humaneness.
This brings joy and fulfilment and has made our lives richer and fuller through the grace of God.

[01654-EN.01] [Original text: English]
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