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MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE BENEDETTO XVI A SUA SANTITÀ KIRILL, PATRIARCA DI
MOSCA E DI TUTTE LE RUSSIE, IN OCCASIONE DELLA SUA INTRONIZZAZIONE

MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE BENEDETTO XVI A SUA SANTITÀ KIRILL, PATRIARCA DI MOSCA E DI
TUTTE LE RUSSIE, IN OCCASIONE DELLA SUA INTRONIZZAZIONE

Domenica 1° febbraio si sono svolte a Mosca, nella Cattedrale di Cristo Salvatore, le solenni celebrazioni di
intronizzazione del nuovo Patriarca di Mosca e di tutte le Russie, Sua Santità Kirill.

Il Santo Padre, che aveva espresso al nuovo Patriarca, subito dopo l’elezione, il suo augurio e assicurato il
ricordo nelle sue preghiere, ha inviato a dette celebrazioni una Delegazione guidata dall’Em.mo Card. Walter
Kasper, Presidente del Pontificio Consiglio per la Promozione dell’Unità dei Cristiani, e composta da S.E. Mons.
Brian Farrell, L.C., Segretario dello stesso Dicastero, da S.E. Mons. Antonio Mennini, Rappresentante della
Santa Sede presso la Federazione Russa, da S.E. Mons. Paolo Pezzi, F.S.C.B., Arcivescovo dell’Arcidiocesi
"Madre di Dio a Mosca" e dal Rev.do P. Milan Žust, S.I., Officiale del menzionato Pontificio Consiglio.

Il Papa ha affidato all’Em.mo Card. Walter Kasper per il Patriarca Kirill un suo Messaggio e il dono di un calice,
pegno del desiderio di giungere presto alla piena comunione.

Pubblichiamo qui di seguito il testo del Messaggio del Santo Padre Benedetto XVI:

● MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE

To His Holiness Kirill
Patriarch of Moscow and of All Russia

I greet Your Holiness with joy as you undertake the great responsibility of shepherding the venerable Russian
Orthodox Church. I readily recall the good will which characterized our meetings at the time of your service as
President of the Department of External Church Relations. On the occasion of your enthronement I  wish,
therefore, to reaffirm my esteem and my spiritual closeness. I pray that our heavenly Father will grant you the
abundant gifts of the Holy Spirit in your ministry and enable you to guide the Church in the love and peace of
Christ.



You are now the successor of our beloved brother of revered memory, His Holiness Alexy II, who left his people
a deep and abiding inheritance of ecclesial renewal and development, as he led the Russian Orthodox Church
out of the long and difficult  period of suffering under the totalitarian and atheistic system to a new, active
presence and service in today’s society. Patriarch Alexis II worked assiduously for the unity of the Russian
Orthodox Church and for communion with the other Orthodox Churches. He likewise maintained a spirit of
openness and cooperation with other Christians, and with the Catholic Church in particular, for the defence of
Christian values in Europe and in the world. I am certain that Your Holiness will continue to build on this solid
foundation, for the good of your people and for the benefit of Christians everywhere.

As President of the Department of External Church Relations, you yourself played an outstanding role in forging
a new relationship between our Churches, a relationship based on friendship, mutual acceptance and sincere
dialogue in facing the difficulties of our common journey. It is my earnest hope that we will continue to cooperate
in finding ways to foster and strengthen communion in the Body of Christ, in fidelity to our Saviour’s prayer that
all may be one, so that the world may believe (cf. Jn 17:21).

Conscious of the enormous responsibilities which accompany the spiritual and pastoral ministry to which the
Holy Spirit has called you, I renew to Your Holiness the assurance of my prayers and fraternal good will. I ask
Almighty God to bless you with his love, to watch over the beloved Russian Church, and to sustain the Bishops,
priests and all the faithful in the unfailing hope which is ours in Christ Jesus.

From the Vatican, 28 January 2009

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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