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TELEGRAMMA DI CORDOGLIO DEL SANTO PADRE PER LA SCOMPARSA DELL’EM.MO CARD. PIO
TAOFINU’U, ARCIVESCOVO EMERITO DI SAMOA-APIA (OCEANIA)

Pubblichiamo di seguito il telegramma di cordoglio per la morte, avvenuta il 19 gennaio, dell’Em.mo Card. Pio
Teofinu’u, S.M., inviato dal Santo Padre Benedetto XVI all’Arcivescovo di Samoa-Apia S.E. Mons. Alapati Lui
Mata’eliga:

● TELEGRAMMA DEL SANTO PADRE

TO MY BROTHER
HIS EXCELLENCY ALAPATI LUI MATA’ELIGA
ARCHBISHOP OF SAMOA-APIA

HAVING LEARNED WITH SORROW OF THE DEATH OF CARDINAL PIO TAOFINU’U, SM, I OFFER
HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO YOU AND ALL THE CLERGY, RELIGIOUS AND LAITY OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF SAMOA-APIA, TOGETHER WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OF MARY. I ALSO
EXTEND MY SYMPATHY TO THE CIVIC AUTHORITIES OF THE REGION AND INDEED ALL THE PEOPLES
OF THE PACIFIC, FOR WHOM THE LATE CARDINAL HAS BEEN A TOWERING FIGURE OF UNWAVERING
COMMITMENT TO THE TRUTH AND LOVE OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. AT THIS TIME OF DEEP
MOURNING I JOIN WITH YOU IN PRAYING THAT, THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY, GOD OUR MERCIFUL FATHER WILL GRANT HIM THE REWARD OF HIS LABOURS AND
WELCOME HIS NOBLE SOUL INTO THE JOY AND PEACE OF HEAVEN. TO ALL ASSEMBLED FOR THE
SOLEMN MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL I CORDIALLY IMPART MY APOSTOLIC BLESSING AS A PLEDGE
OF CONSOLATION AND STRENGTH IN THE LORD.
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