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LE UDIENZE

Il Santo Padre ha ricevuto questa mattina in Udienza:

 Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale degli Stati Uniti d’America (Regione VI), in Visita "ad Limina
Apostolorum":

S.E. Mons. Anthony Michael Pilla, Vescovo di Cleveland;

S.E. Mons. James Anthony Griffin, Vescovo di Columbus;

S.E. Mons. Robert Daniel Conlon, Vescovo di Steubenville;

 Gruppo degli Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale degli Stati Uniti d’America (Regione VI), in Visita "ad
Limina Apostolorum"; 



 Guardie Svizzere Pontificie, con i Familiari. 

Giovanni Paolo II ha ricevuto oggi in Udienza:

 Em.mo Card. Rosalio José Castillo Lara.

[00701-01.02]

 

VISITA "AD LIMINA APOSTOLORUM" DEI PRESULI DELLA CONFERENZA EPISCOPALE DEGLI STATI
UNITI D’AMERICA (REGIONE VI)

Pubblichiamo di seguito il discorso che il Santo Padre Giovanni Paolo II ha rivolto al gruppo degli Ecc.mi Presuli
della Conferenza Episcopale degli Stati Uniti d’America (Regione VI), incontrati questa mattina e ricevuti nei
giorni scorsi, in separate udienze, in occasione della Visita "ad Limina Apostolorum":

● DISCORSO DEL SANTO PADRE

Dear Brother Bishops,

1. It is with great joy that I greet you, the Bishops of the ecclesiastical provinces of Detroit and Cincinnati, on the
occasion of your visit ad limina Apostolorum. Through you I greet the priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful
of your Dioceses: may the grace and peace of the Risen Lord be with all of you, "consecrated in Christ Jesus
and called to be a holy people" (1 Cor 1:2)!

In my meetings with the Bishops of the United States this year I have sought to offer some personal reflections
on the episcopal ministry of sanctifying, teaching and governing the People of God. In the present reflection I
wish to continue our consideration of the munus sanctificandi in the light of the Bishop’s responsibility for
building up the communion of all the baptized in holiness, fidelity to the Gospel and zeal for the spread of God’s
Kingdom.

2. Like her holiness, the Church’s unity is an unfailing gift of God and a constant summons to an ever more
perfect communion in faith, hope and love. "God himself is communion, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and he calls
all people to share in that same Trinitarian communion" (Ecclesia in America, 33). Through the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit, the gift of the Risen Christ, the Church has been established as "a people brought into unity from the
unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit" (Lumen Gentium, 4). As the sign and sacrament of that unity
which is the calling and destiny of the whole human family, the Church lives and carries out her saving mission
as "one body" (cf. 1 Cor 12:12ff.), which the Holy Spirit guides in the way of all truth, brings together in
communion and in the works of ministry, directs through the variety of hierarchical and charismatic gifts, and
adorns with his fruits (cf. Lumen Gentium, 4). This mystery of unity in diversity is especially evident in the
Bishop’s celebration of the Eucharist, when he is surrounded by the presbyterate, ministers, religious and the
whole People of God (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 41); in the Eucharist, that "holy communion" which is the
very soul of the Church is both expressed and brought about (cf. Lumen Gentium, 3).

This close relationship between the Church’s holiness and her unity is the basis for that spirituality of communion
and mission which I am convinced we must foster at the dawn of this new millennium, "if we wish to be faithful to
God’s plan and respond to the world’s deepest yearnings" (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 43). The Bishop, as the icon
of Christ the Good Shepherd, present in the midst of his holy people, has the primary duty of promoting and
encouraging such a spirituality (cf. Pastores Gregis, 22). The Second Vatican Council, while insisting that the
building up of Christ’s body takes place in a rich diversity of members, functions and gifts, also noted that
"among these gifts, the primacy belongs to the grace of the apostles" (Lumen Gentium, 7), whose successors
are called to discern and coordinate the charisms and ministries given for the building up of the Church in that
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work of sanctifying humanity and giving glory to God which is the goal of all her life and activity (cf.
Sacrosanctum Concilium, 10).

3. This spirituality of communion, which Bishops are called personally to exemplify, will naturally lead to "a
pastoral style which is ever more open to collaboration with all" (Pastores Gregis, 44). It demands of you, in the
first place, an ever closer relationship with your priests, who through sacramental ordination are sharers with you
in the one priesthood of Christ and in the one apostolic mission entrusted to his Church (cf. Christus Dominus,
11). Through Holy Orders, Bishops and priests alike have been entrusted with a ministerial priesthood which
differs from the common priesthood of all the baptized "in essence and not only in degree" (Lumen Gentium, 10).
At the same time, within the communion of the Body of Christ you and your priests are called to cooperate in
enabling the whole People of God to carry out the royal priesthood conferred by Baptism.

Precisely because the members of his presbyterate are his closest cooperators in the ordained ministry, each
Bishop should constantly strive to relate to them "as a father and brother who loves them, listens to them,
welcomes them, corrects them, supports them, seeks their cooperation and, as much as possible, is concerned
for their human, spiritual, ministerial and financial well-being" (Pastores Gregis, 47). Just as the Apostle Paul
recommended Timothy to the Christian community at Thessalonica, so Bishops should be able to present each
of their priests to individual parish communities, saying: "He is our brother and God’s fellow worker in preaching
the Gospel of Christ, and so we sent him to strengthen and encourage you in regard to your faith" (1 Thes 3:2).
As a spiritual father and brother to his priests, the Bishop should do everything in his power to encourage them
in fidelity to their vocation and to the demands of leading a life worthy of the calling they have received (cf. Eph
4:1).

Here I want to offer a word of acknowledgment and praise for the dedication and faithful work carried out by so
many committed priests in the United States, especially those engaged in meeting the daily challenges and
demands associated with parish ministry. I invite you, their Bishops, to join me in thanking them and
acknowledging with gratitude their untiring commitment as "pastors, preachers of the Gospel and agents of
ecclesial communion" (Ecclesia in America, 39).

4. Strengthening a spirituality of communion and mission will demand a constant effort to renew the bonds of
fraternal unity within the presbyterate. This calls for a conscious reappropriation of and daily recommitment to
the things we share as the very basis of our identity as priests: the pursuit of holiness, the practice of heartfelt
intercessory prayer, a ministerial spirituality nourished by the word of God and celebration of the sacraments, the
daily exercise of pastoral charity, and the life of celibate chastity as the expression of a radical commitment to
follow Christ. As the spiritual values which unite priests, these should be the basis for the renewal of the priestly
ministry and the promotion of unity in the apostolate, so that, under the guidance of its priests the community of
disciples may truly be "of one heart and one mind" (Acts 4:32).

A spirituality of communion will naturally bear fruit in the development of a diocesan spirituality grounded in the
particular gifts and charisms bestowed by the Holy Spirit for the upbuilding of each local Church. Every priest
should find "precisely in his belonging to and dedication to the particular Church a wealth of meaning, criteria for
discernment and action which shape both his pastoral mission and his spiritual life" (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 31).
At the same time, an authentic "diocesan spirit" will also inspire and motivate the whole Christian community to a
greater sense of responsibility for the fruitful carrying out of the Church’s mission through its rich network of
communities, institutions and apostolates (cf. Apostolicam Actuositatem, 10).

5. It is in major and minor seminaries that the seeds of a spirituality of communion and mission, and of a healthy
priesthood are sown. I encourage you to make frequent visits to the seminary, in order to know personally those
who may one day be priests in your local Churches. Such direct contacts will also help to "ensure that the
seminaries form mature and balanced personalities, men capable of establishing sound human and pastoral
relationships, knowledgeable in theology, solid in the spiritual life, and in love with the Church" (Pastores Gregis,
48). The challenges of ecclesial life increasingly call for the priest to be, in every sense, a "man of communion"
(Pastores Dabo Vobis, 43), committed to an effective cooperation with others in the service of the ecclesial
community.
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Proper formation in chastity and celibacy remains an essential component of seminary training, together with the
presentation of a solid and correct theological understanding of the Church and the priesthood, including a clear
and precise identification of those positions which are not compatible with the Church’s authoritative self-
understanding as expressed by the Council and the documents of the post-conciliar renewal. This is a personal
responsibility that falls to you as Pastors concerned for the future of your local Churches, and one that cannot be
delegated. Since priestly formation does not end with ordination, your ministry of sanctification must also include
care for the ongoing spiritual life of your priests and the effectiveness of their ministry. This calls for a continuing
personal formation aimed at deepening and harmonizing the human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral aspects
of their priestly life (cf. Directory on the Life and Ministry of Priests, 70). In this way they will grow ever more fully
into "men of the Church", imbued with a truly catholic spirit and authentic missionary zeal.

I am personally convinced that prayer is the primary force that inspires and forms priestly vocations. As I wrote in
my Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Pastores Gregis, "Vocations need a vast network of people who pray
fervently to ‘the Lord of the harvest’. The more the problem of vocations is confronted in the context of prayer,
the more prayer will help those whom God has called to hear his voice" (No. 48).

6. Dear Brothers, our reflections today have highlighted the connection between the munus sanctificandi and the
spirituality of communion and mission. In the daily exercise of your episcopal ministry may you be builders of
communion in personal dialogue and personal encounter with your priests, deacons, men and women religious
and the lay faithful of your local Churches. This is the sure path that will enable them to grow in that holiness
which is "the hidden source and the infallible measure of the Church’s apostolic activity and missionary zeal"
(Christifideles Laici, 17).

With gratitude for the tremendous gift and mystery that has been entrusted to us in the sacred ministry, I express
my steadfast solidarity with you and your brother priests. To you and all the faithful entrusted to your pastoral
care I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in the Risen Savior.

[00702-02.02] [Original text: English]

 

UDIENZA ALLE GUARDIE SVIZZERE PONTIFICIE CON I FAMILIARI

A fine mattinata, nella Sala Clementina del Palazzo Apostolico Vaticano, il Santo Padre Giovanni Paolo II ha
ricevuto in Udienza 33 nuove Reclute della Guardia Svizzera Pontificia insieme ai loro familiari, in occasione del
Giuramento, ed ha loro rivolto il discorso che riportiamo di seguito:

● DISCORSO DEL SANTO PADRE

Sehr geehrter Herr Oberst,

hochwürdiger Herr Kaplan,

meine liebe Gardisten,

liebe Angehörige und Freunde der Schweizergarde!

1. Wieder ist mir die Vereidigung der Rekruten der Schweizer Garde ein willkommener Anlaß, um Sie alle im
Apostolischen Palast willkommen zu heißen. Ganz besonders begrüße ich die neuen Gardisten sowie ihre
Eltern, Angehörigen und Freunde, die diesen bedeutsamen Moment im Leben der jungen Männer miterleben
wollen. Liebe Gardisten, Eure Dienstbereitschaft und Euer Engagement geben beredt Zeugnis von Eurer Treue
zum Nachfolger Petri, von Eurem tiefen Glauben und ebenso von den edlen Tugenden, die in Eurer geliebten
Schweizer Heimat lebendig sind. Seid alle gewiß, daß ich den mitunter so herausfordernden Dienst, den Ihr hier
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im Vatikan mit dem kraftvollen und kostbaren Einsatz Eurer selbst leistet, sehr hoch schätze. Auch die vielen
Menschen, die jedes Jahr den Petersdom und die Vatikanstadt besuchen, sind von Eurem selbstlosen Dienst
beeindruckt. Aus all diesen Gründen erfüllt mich diese Begegnung mit Euch und Euren werten
Familienangehörigen mit aufrichtiger Freude.

2. Votre mission de service du Pape et de l’Église, chères nouvelles recrues de la Garde Suisse, s’inscrit dans la
suite de votre Baptême. À la place qui est la vôtre, vous avez à témoigner de votre foi au Christ, mort et
ressuscité; chaque moment important de notre existence - et ce jour en est un pour vous - est une occasion de
découvrir plus profondément la vérité du Christ, de croire en lui et de vivre l’amour fraternel qu’il nous a révélé et
enseigné. Que les visages de tous ceux que vous rencontrerez dans votre humble service, les membres de la
Curie comme les pèlerins de chaque jour, soient autant d’appels à accueillir le sens véritable de notre vie:
découvrir et faire connaître l’amour de Dieu pour chacun !

Je remercie particulièrement vos familles, venues vous accompagner. Elles ont accepté que vous veniez à
Rome pour vivre ce service et elles vous soutiennent par leur affection et leurs prières. Le serment que vous
allez prononcer, chers jeunes, prolonge et honore la mémoire de vos prédécesseurs qui ont donné leur vie, le 6
mai 1527, pour protéger le Pape Clément VII. Le Pape le sait bien et il vous assure aujourd’hui de sa profonde
gratitude.

3. Carissime Guardie Svizzere Pontificie, grazie per il servizio che rendete al Successore di Pietro e ai suoi
collaboratori qui in Vaticano. Si tratta di un impegno esigente e forse talora gravoso, ma del quale Iddio vi
renderà merito. Siate fedeli alla vostra missione sempre, coltivando con cura quell’ideale di amore a Cristo e alla
Chiesa, che le vostre famiglie e le comunità cristiane della Svizzera si sforzano di alimentare costantemente.
Come sapete, nei giorni 5 e 6 giugno prossimo a Berna parteciperò, a Dio piacendo, al meeting dei giovani
cattolici della Svizzera, ed avrò pure un incontro con gli appartenenti all’Associazione delle ex-Guardie Svizzere.
Conto anche sulla preghiera e sul sostegno spirituale di tutti voi.

Vi rinnovo con affetto gli auguri più cordiali per la festa odierna e assicuro di tenervi sempre presenti nelle mie
preghiere.

4. Auf die Fürsprache der Seligen Jungfrau und Gottesmutter Maria und Eurer Patrone, der Heiligen Martin und
Sebastian, sowie des Schutzheiligen Euerer Heimat, Bruder Klaus von Flüe, erteile ich Euch, Euren Familien
und Freunden, sowie allen, die anläßlich der Vereidigung nach Rom gekommen sind, von Herzen den
Apostolischen Segen.

[00705-XX.02] [Testo originale: Plurilingue]

 

RINUNCE E NOMINE● NOMINA DEL VESCOVO DI AJACCIO (FRANCIA)● NOMINA DEL COADIUTORE DI
GRENOBLE (FRANCIA)● NOMINA DEL VESCOVO DI AJACCIO (FRANCIA)  

Il Santo Padre ha nominato Vescovo di Ajaccio (Francia) S.E. Mons. Jean-Luc Brunin, finora Vescovo titolare di
Usinaza ed Ausiliare di Lille.

 S.E. Mons. Jean-Luc Brunin

S. E. Mons. Jean-Luc Brunin è nato a Roubaix, diocesi di Lille, il 14 gennaio 1951. Ha compiuto gli studi
secondari presso i Fratelli maristi ed ha proseguito gli studi ecclesiastici nel Seminario di Lille.

Mons. Brunin ha ricevuto l’ordinazione sacerdotale l’11 aprile 1981, per la diocesi di Lille. Ha ricoperto i seguenti
incarichi: Vicario inserito nell’"équipe" sacerdotale della parrocchia di "Sainte Bernadette" di Roubaix e
cappellano degli studenti delle scuole statali (1981-1991 ).
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Nel 1991 ha ripreso gli studi presso l’Università Cattolica di Lille dove ha conseguito la laurea in Teologia. In
seguito è stato nominato Coordinatore della Missione Operaia di Roubaix (1994). Mons. Brunin è autore di varie
pubblicazioni di carattere teologico-pastorale e di due libri: "Rencontre avec l’Islam" e "L’Eglise des Banlieues".
Nel 1995 è divenuto Rettore del Seminario Interdiocesano di Lille e vi è rimasto fino alla nomina a Vescovo
Ausiliare della medesima diocesi avvenuta il 20 aprile 2000. E’ stato consacrato il successivo 28 maggio.

[00703-01.01]

● NOMINA DEL COADIUTORE DI GRENOBLE (FRANCIA)

Il Papa ha nominato Vescovo Coadiutore di Grenoble (Francia) S.E. Mons. Guy de Kérimel, finora Vescovo
titolare di Case mediane ed Ausiliare di Nice.

 S.E. Mons. Guy de Kérimel

S.E. Mons. Guy de Kérimel è nato a Meknès (Marocco), il 7 agosto 1953. Dopo gli studi primari e secondari
presso la Scuola cattolica di Sérigné (Vendea), ha conseguito il "baccalauréat" presso l' "Institution Saint-Joseph
de Fontenay le Comte". Ha frequentato, poi, gli studi superiori presso il "Lycée Henri-IV" di Paris, ottenendo la
"Licence" e in seguito, presso la Sorbona, la "Maîtrise d'Histoire".

Per tre anni (1979-1981) ha svolto la professione civile di "Conseiller pédagogique" e di "Accompagnateur de
personnes en difficultés".

Entrato in Seminario nel 1981 è stato inviato a Roma, al Seminario Francese, per gli studi di teologia,
rimanendovi fino al 1987. Ha conseguito la licenza in Teologia Morale presso l'Università Gregoriana.

Ha ricevuto l'ordinazione sacerdotale il 29 giugno 1986, per l'arcidiocesi di Aix.

Ha ricoperto i seguenti incarichi: Vicario della parrocchia di "Saint François d'Assise" (Aix) (1987-1988); Membro
dell'"Equipe" permanente del Seminario Maggiore diocesano (1987-1996); Responsabile dell'anno di
Propedeutica, nel medesimo Seminario (1988-1996).

Dal 1996: Parroco di Gardanne, Biver, Mimet e Fuveau.

Dal 1997 al 2001 è stato Decano della Zona di Gardanne e membro del Consiglio episcopale.

Eletto Vescovo Ausiliare di Nice il 19 febbraio 2001, è stato consacrato il 17 giugno successivo.

[00704-01.01]

[B0220-XX.01]
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