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LE UDIENZE

Il Santo Padre ha ricevuto questa mattina in Udienza:

Delegazione di Cristiani Palestinesi dell’Organizzazione per la Liberazione della Palestina;

Ecc.mi Presuli della Conferenza Episcopale dell’India, in Visita "ad Limina Apostolorum":

S.E. Mons. James Masilamony Arul Das, Arcivescovo di Madras and Mylapore

con I'Ausiliare:
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S.E. Mons. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj, Vescovo tit. di Absasalla;

S.E. Mons. Malayappan Chinnappa, S.D.B., Vescovo di Vellore;

Partecipanti all'Incontro promosso dalla Pontificia Accademia delle Scienze.

[01741-01.01]

UDIENZA Al MEMBRI DELLA DELEGAZIONE DI CRISTIANI PALESTINES| DELL'ORGANIZZAZIONE PER LA
LIBERAZIONE DELLA PALESTINA

Alle 11 di questa mattina il Santo Padre ha ricevuto in Udienza i Membri della Delegazione di Cristiani
Palestinesi dell’Organizzazione per la Liberazione della Palestina ed ha loro rivolto le parole di saluto che
pubblichiamo di seguito:

e SALUTO DEL SANTO PADRE

Distinguished Guests,

| am pleased to welcome your Delegation and | ask you kindly to convey my greetings and good wishes to
President Yasser Arafat and to all the Palestinian people. | am confident that this visit of prominent Palestinian
Christians to the Holy See will lead to a better understanding of the situation of Christians in the Palestinian
territories and the significant role which they can play in promoting the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian
people.

Despite the recent setbacks on the road to peace and fresh outbreaks of violence and injustice, we must
continue to affirm that peace is possible and that the resolution of differences can only come about through the
patient dialogue and persevering commitment of people of good will on both sides. Terrorism must be
condemned in all its forms, for it is not only a betrayal of our common humanity, but is absolutely incapable of
laying the necessary political, moral and spiritual foundations for a people’s freedom and authentic self-
determination. | once again call upon all parties to respect fully the resolutions of the United Nations and the
commitments made in the acceptance of the peace process, with engagement in a common quest for
reconciliation, justice and the building of a secure and harmonious coexistence in the Holy Land. | likewise voice
my hope that the national Constitution presently being drafted will give expression to the highest aspirations and
the most cherished values of all the Palestinian people, with due recognition of all religious communities and
adequate legal protection of their freedom of worship and expression.

Dear friends, through you | send warm greetings to the Christians of the Holy Land, who have an altogether
special place in my heart. Upon you and all the Palestinian people | invoke God’s blessings of wisdom, strength
and peace.

[01745-02.02] [Original text: English]

UDIENZA Al PARTECIPANTI ALL'INCONTRO PROMOSSO DALLA PONTIFICIA ACCADEMIA DELLE
SCIENZE

Alle 11.30 di questa mattina, nella Sala Clementina del Palazzo Apostolico Vaticano, il Santo Padre Giovanni
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Paolo Il ha ricevuto in Udienza i partecipanti all'Incontro promosso dalla Pontificia Accademia delle Scienze ed
ha loro rivolto il discorso che pubblichiamo di seguito:

® DISCORSO DEL SANTO PADRE

Dear Members of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences,

| am especially pleased to greet you today as we celebrate the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Pontifical
Academy of Sciences. | thank the President of the Academy, Professor Nicola Cabibbo, for the kind sentiments
expressed on your behalf and | acknowledge with gratitude the thoughtful gesture with which you have wished to
commemorate the Silver Jubilee of my Pontificate.

The Accademia dei Lincei was founded in Rome in 1603 by Federico Cesi with the encouragement of Pope
Clement VIII. In 1847 it was restored by Pius IX and in 1936 re-established by Pius XI. Its history is linked to that
of many other Scientific Academies throughout the world. | am happy to welcome the Presidents and
representatives of these institutions who have so kindly joined us today, especially the President of the
Accademia dei Lincei.

| recall with gratitude the many meetings we have had over the past twenty-five years. They have been
opportunities for me to express my great esteem for those who work in the various scientific fields. | have
carefully listened to you, shared your concerns, and considered your suggestions. In encouraging your work |
have emphasized the spiritual dimension always present in the search for truth. | have also affirmed that
scientific research must be directed towards the common good of society and the integral development of its
individual members.

Our gatherings have also enabled me to clarify important aspects of the Church’s doctrine and life relating to
scientific research. We are united in our common desire to correct misunderstandings and even more to allow
ourselves to be enlightened by the one Truth which governs the world and guides the lives of all men and
women. | am more and more convinced that scientific truth, which is itself a participation in divine Truth, can help
philosophy and theology to understand ever more fully the human person and God’s Revelation about man, a
Revelation that is completed and perfected in Jesus Christ. For this important mutual enrichment in the search
for the truth and the benefit of mankind, | am, with the whole Church, profoundly grateful.

The two topics which you have chosen for your meeting concern the life sciences, and in particular the very
nature of human life. The first, Mind, Brain and Education, draws our attention to the complexity of human life
and its pre-eminence over other forms of life. Neuroscience and neurophysiology, through the study of chemical
and biological processes in the brain, contribute greatly to an understanding of its workings. But the study of the
human mind involves more than the observable data proper to the neurological sciences. Knowledge of the
human person is not derived from the level of observation and scientific analysis alone but also from the
interconnection between empirical study and reflective understanding.

Scientists themselves perceive in the study of the human mind the mystery of a spiritual dimension which
transcends cerebral physiology and appears to direct all our activities as free and autonomous beings, capable
of responsibility and love, and marked with dignity. This is seen by the fact that you have decided to expand your
research to include aspects of learning and education, which are specifically human activities. Thus your
considerations focus not just on the biological life common to all living creatures but also include the interpretive
and evaluative work of the human mind.

Scientists today often recognize the need to maintain a distinction between the mind and the brain, or between
the person acting with free will and the biological factors which sustain his intellect and capacity to learn. In this
distinction, which need not be a separation, we can see the foundation of that spiritual dimension proper to the
human person which biblical Revelation explains as a special relationship with God the Creator (cf. Gen 2:7) in
whose image and likeness every man and woman is made (cf. Gen 1:26-27).
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The second topic of your meeting concerns Stem Cell Technology and Other Innovative Therapies. Research in
this field has understandably grown in importance in recent years because of the hope it offers for the cure of ills
affecting many people. | have on other occasions stated that stem cells for purposes of experimentation or
treatment cannot come from human embryo tissue. | have instead encouraged research on adult human tissue
or tissue superfluous to normal fetal development. Any treatment which claims to save human lives, yet is based
upon the destruction of human life in its embryonic state, is logically and morally contradictory, as is any
production of human embryos for the direct or indirect purpose of experimentation or eventual destruction.

Distinguished friends, reiterating my thanks for your valued assistance | invoke upon you and your families
God’s abundant blessing. May your scientific work bear abundant fruit and may the activities of Pontifical
Academy of Sciences continue to promote knowledge of the truth and contribute to the development of all
peoples.

[01746-02.02] [Original text: English]

RINUNCE E NOMINE® RINUNCIA DEL VESCOVO DI GEORGETOWN (GUYANA) E NOMINA DEL

SUCCESSOREe EREZIONE DELLA DIOCESI DI DINDIGUL (INDIA) E NOMINA DEL PRIMO VESCOVQOe
RINUNCIA DEL VESCOVO DI GEORGETOWN (GUYANA) E NOMINA DEL SUCCESSORE

Il Santo Padre ha accettato la rinuncia al governo pastorale della diocesi di Georgetown (Guyana), presentata
da S.E. Mons. Benedict Singh, in conformita al can. 401 § 1 del Codice di Diritto Canonico.

Giovanni Paolo Il ha nominato Vescovo di Georgetown (Guyana) il Rev.do Francis Alleyne, O.S.B., Abate del
Monastero di Tunapuna (Trinidad).

Rev.do Francis Alleyne, O.S.B.

Il Rev.do Francis Alleyne, O.S.B., € nato il 3 dicembre 1951 a Point-a-Pierre (Trinidad & Tobago). Ha studiato in
patria. E’ stato ordinato sacerdote il 7 luglio 1985.

E’ stato: Maestro dei Novizi, Priore del Monastero e nel 1995 ¢é stato eletto Abate del Monastero di N.S. in Esilio,
Tunapuna. E’ il primo Abate nato a Trinidad. Dal 1997 & anche Vice-Presidente della Conferenza dei Superiori
Religiosi delle Antille.

[01743-01.01]

e EREZIONE DELLA DIOCESI DI DINDIGUL (INDIA) E NOMINA DEL PRIMO VESCOVO

Il Santo Padre ha eretto la diocesi di Dindigul (India), con territorio dismembrato dalla diocesi di Tiruchirapalli e
dell’Arcidiocesi di Madurai, rendendola suffraganea della medesima Chiesa metropolitana.

Il Papa ha nominato primo Vescovo di Dindigul (India) S.E. Mons. Anthony Pappusamy, finora Vescovo tit. di
Zaba ed Ausiliare di Madurai.

Dati statistici

La nuova diocesi di Dindigul (nom. lat. Dindigulen/sis) comprendera cinque "Taluks" del Distretto civile omonimo
e rimarra suffraganea dell’arcidiocesi di Madurai.

Di seguito i dati statistici relativi sia alla Diocesi madre che all’erigenda diocesi di Dindigul:

Tiruchirapalli Dindigul Tiruchirapalli
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Prima divisione Dopo divisione

Superficie 18.500 kmq 8.052 kmq 10.448 kmq

Popolazione 3.700.000 1.156.194 2.543.806

Parrocchie 82 33 55

Cattolici 330.500 148.000 182.500

Sacerdoti diocesani 139 51 93

Sacerdoti religiosi 182 82 100

Fratelli religiosi 114 14 104

Religiose 1.055 246 784

Il Vescovo risiedera nella stessa citta di Dindigul, dove c¢’€ una Chiesa dedicata a S. Giuseppe che diverra la
Cattedrale.

[01742-01.01]

AVVISO DELL'UFFICIO DELLE CELEBRAZIONI LITURGICHE® POSSESSO CARDINALIZIO

L’Ufficio delle Celebrazioni Liturgiche del Sommo Pontefice comunica che domenica 16 novembre 2003, alle ore
17.30, lEm.mo Card. Crescenzio Sepe, Prefetto della Congregazione per 'Evangelizzazione dei Popoli,
prendera possesso della Diaconia di Dio Padre misericordioso, Via Francesco Tovaglieri.

[01744-01.01]

AVVISO DI CONFERENZE STAMPA® CONFERENZA STAMPA DELL’11 NOVEMBRE 2003® CONFERENZA
STAMPA DEL 12 NOVEMBRE 2003 CONFERENZA STAMPA DEL 14 NOVEMBRE 2003 CONFERENZA
STAMPA DELL’'11 NOVEMBRE 2003

Si informano i giornalisti accreditati che domani, martedi 11 novembre 2003, alle ore 11.30, nell’Aula Giovanni
Paolo Il della Sala Stampa della Santa Sede, avra luogo la Conferenza Stampa di presentazione del V
Congresso Mondiale della Pastorale per i Migranti e i Rifugiati, che si svolgera a Roma dal 17 al 22 novembre
2003, sul tema: "Ripartire da Cristo per una rinnovata pastorale dei migranti e i rifugiati".

Interverranno:

Em.mo Card. Stephen Fumio Hamao, Presidente del Pontificio Consiglio della Pastorale per i Migranti e gl
ltineranti;
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S.E. Mons. Agostino Marchetto, Segretario del Pontificio Consiglio della Pastorale per i Migranti e gli ltineranti;
Rev.do P. Michael Blume, S.V.D., Sotto-Segretario del medesimo Pontificio Consiglio.

[01722-01.01]
e CONFERENZA STAMPA DEL 12 NOVEMBRE 2003

Si informano i giornalisti accreditati che mercoledi 12 novembre 2003, alle ore 12.30, nell’ Aula Giovanni Paolo Il
della Sala Stampa della Santa Sede, avra luogo la presentazione della XVIIl Conferenza Internazionale sul tema
"La Depressione", promossa dal Pontificio Consiglio per la Pastorale della Salute, che si terrail 13, 14, e 15
novembre 2003 in Vaticano, presso I’Aula Nuova del Sinodo.

Interverranno:

Em.mo Card. Javier Lozano Barragan, Presidente del Pontificio Consiglio per la Pastorale della Salute ;
S.E. Mons. José. L. Redrado O.H., Segretario del medesimo Pontificio Consiglio ;

Rev. do P. Felice Ruffini M.l., Sottosegretario del medesimo Pontificio Consiglio;

Dr. Daniel Cabezas, Psichiatra, Bolivia.

[01729-01.01]
® CONFERENZA STAMPA DEL 14 NOVEMBRE 2003

Si informano i giornalisti accreditati che venerdi 14 novembre 2003, alle ore 11.30, avra luogo la Conferenza
Stampa di presentazione del "Vademecum dei Centri Culturali Cattolici nel mondo" a cura del Pontificio
Consiglio della Cultura.

Interverranno:

Em.mo Card. Paul Poupard, Presidente del Pontificio Consiglio della Cultura;
S.E. Mons Giuseppe Betori, Segretario Generale della CEI;

Mons. Pasquale lacobone, Officiale del Pontificio Consiglio della Cultura;
Dott. Vittorio Sozzi, del Servizio Nazionale per il Progetto Culturale della CEI.
[01747-01.01]

[B0563-XX.01]



