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The Pope: together for Europe, necessary today more than ever

Vatican City, 2 July 2016 – Pope Francis has sent a video message, broadcast today at 2.30 p.m. along with that
of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, to the participants in the fourth edition of "Together for Europe", which
took place in Munich, Germany from 30 June to 1 July and concluded this morning with a large demonstration in
KarlsPlatz.

"Together for Europe" is an initiative resulting from collaboration between Christian communities and movements
with a strong ecumenical flavour – of which there are currently more than 300 – from all over the continent and
belonging to different Churches. While preserving their independence, collectively they form a network to pursue
shared goals, each bringing a contribution specific to its own charism.

The initiative seeks to respond to a need for a “culture of reciprocity” in which individuals and peoples welcome
and get to know each other and reconcile differences with mutual respect and support. Together for Europe held
two large European events in Stuttgart in 2004 and 2007, and another in 2012 involving 152 European cities,
with Brussels as a focal point. It acts to promote reconciliation and peace, the safeguarding of life and creation, a
just economy, solidarity with the poor and the marginalised, the family, the good of cities, and fraternity
throughout Europe.

The following is the full text of the Holy Father's message:

"Dear Friends in Together for Europe. I know that you are gathered in Munich, Bavaria, from many movements
and groups, for your meeting called 'Encounter – Reconciliation – Future'.

You are right. It is time to get together, to face the problems of our day with a true European spirit. Apart from
some visible walls, other invisible walls are being strengthened which tend to divide our continent. These walls
are being built in people’s hearts. They are walls made of fear and aggression, a failure to understand people of
different backgrounds or faith. They are walls of political and economic selfishness, without respect for the life
and dignity of every person.

Europe finds itself in a complex and highly mobile world, which is ever more globalised and therefore ever less



Eurocentric. If we are aware of these momentous issues, then we must have the courage to say: we need
change! Europe is called to reflect and to ask itself whether its immense heritage, so permeated with
Christianity, belongs in a museum or is still able to inspire culture and to offer its treasures to the whole of
humankind.

You are meeting so as to look together at these challenges facing Europe and to highlight testimonies of life in
society which enable networking, so as to welcome and show solidarity towards those who are weak and
disadvantaged, to build bridges and overcome conflicts whether they are open or latent.

Europe’s history is an ongoing encounter between Heaven and earth. Heaven indicates openness to the
Transcendent, to God, which has always been characteristic of European people. Earth represents their
practical and concrete ability to address situations and problems.

You too, Christian communities and movements which began in Europe, are bearers of many charisms, which
are gifts of God to be made available to others. 'Together for Europe' is a unifying power with the clear aim of
translating the basic values of Christianity into concrete responses to the challenges of a continent in crisis.

Your lifestyle is based on mutual love, lived out with Gospel radicalness. A culture of reciprocity means talking
things over, esteeming one another, welcoming one another, helping one another. It means appreciating the
diversity of charisms so as to move together towards unity and enrich it. The tangible and clear presence of
Christ among you is the witness which leads to faith.

Every authentic unity draws on the wealth of diversity which forms it – like a family which grows in unity in so far
as its members can fully and fearlessly be themselves. If Europe as a whole wants to be a family of peoples, it
should put the human person back at the centre; it should be an open and welcoming continent, and continue to
establish ways of working together that are not only economic but also social and cultural.

God always brings newness. You have experienced this so often in your lives! Are we open to surprises today
too? You, who have answered the Lord’s call courageously, are called to show his newness in your lives and
bring to life the fruits of the Gospel, fruits that have grown from Christian roots, which for the last 2,000 years
have nourished Europe. And you will bear even greater fruit! Maintain the freshness of your charisms; continue
to be 'Together' and extend it further! Make your homes, communities and cities into workshops of communion,
friendship and fraternity, which can bring people together and be open to the whole world.

Together for Europe? Today this is more necessary than ever. In a Europe made up of many nations, you bear
witness to the fact that we are children of one Father and brothers and sisters to one another. You are a
precious seed of hope, so that Europe can rediscover its vocation to contribute to the unity of all".
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